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Farewell to the Class of 2012
Relay For Life Raises 
Over $70,000
Students from the College of Science and Mathematics wait in the stands in 
anticipation of their convocation ceremony on May 12.
Hundreds of students came out to show their support at Relay For Life at Pittser Field all night long, walking 
around the track that was lined with luminaria bags to honor those who have been lost to or are fighting cancer.
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Human Rights, Occupy 
MSU and the Rally: A 
Year in Review 
Photo courtesy of Michael Notarnicola.
Students voiced their opinions this year at various rallies held in support 
of different groups of people on campus, such as the LGBT community.
Reactions Continued on Page 6
The Montclarion Welcomes All Freshmen: Class of 2016
Photo courtesy of Greg McMannus.
The Montclarion | Catherine Baxter
     The 2011-2012 school 
year provided the univer-
sity with a multitude of 
issues to tackle, debates 
to confront and student 
activity to promote. From 
the gay and racial slurs to 
the Occupy Montclair rally 
to the SDS campout, stu-
dents responded with a de-
gree of solidarity that gave 
an sense of optimism mov-
ing into the future.
     The gay and racial slurs 
took the university by 
     This year, Relay For 
Life was a success, raising 
thousands of dollars. Over 
700 people had registered 
before the event in an-
ticipation of helping fight 
against cancer, raising a to-
tal of exactly $74,379.
     The event this year was 
held on April 27 and 28 on 
Pittser Field, the soccer 
field located behind Dick-
son Hall. Relay For Life 
began at 7p.m. and ended 
around 4a.m. 
     Sponsored by Colleges 
Against Cancer of MSU 
and the American Cancer 
Society, Relay For Life is 
an event held overnight, 
     The largest graduating 
class in Montclair State 
University’s history con-
ferred their degrees at 
commencement at the Izod 
Center. This year, 4,262 
students graduated, re-
ceiving their baccalaure-
ate, master's and doctoral 
degrees. Of the graduates, 
3,189 were undergraduate 
students and 1,079 were 
graduate students. 
     In her commencement 
speech Dr. Cole, university 
president stated, “There 
were 45 students in the 
first graduating class.  A 
half century ago, in 1962, 
there were 480 graduates, 
and today we confer 4,262 
degrees – the largest class 
of graduates in the Univer-
sity’s history.  All told, in its 
first 104 years, Montclair 
State has granted 123,920 
degrees.”
     “The vast majority of 
those students have been 
the first in their families 
to earn a college degree, 
and we have sent them out 
into the world, just as we 
are today sending all of you 
out into the world, to work 
hard, to pursue advanced 
study, and to have distin-
guished careers in medi-
cine and the health pro-
fessions, in science, law, 
business, the arts, and 
education,” said Dr. Cole.
     With the country report-
edly bouncing back from 
the recession, many stu-
dents are optimistic about 
their professional futures, 
degree in hand.  From stu-
dents continuing in higher 
education, to theatre and 
dance majors auditioning, 
to those joining the work 
force, Montclair State’s 
class of 2012 is a unique 
mix. 
     According to the Asso-
ciated Press, an optimistic 
future is at hand. On May 
13 business writer Scott 
Mayerowitz wrote, “Be-
tween September 2008 and 
August 2010, 6.9 million 
American jobs were elimi-
nated. In the last year and 
a half, 3.1 million jobs have 
been created. The strength-
ening job market has made 
a big difference to seniors 
who are job-hunting in 
their final semester.”
     The current unemploy-
ment rate in America is 8.1 
percent.
     For some students like 
Amal Abulhawa, she will 
have a job while working 
towards her master’s de-
gree. A student staff mem-
ber of Residential Educa-
tion and Services during 
her time at MSU, Abulha-
wa will now be working as 
a Graduate Resident Di-
rector at Rider University 
while studying Organiza-
tional Leadership.
     “I never doubted that 
I would graduate with a 
job because I had so much 
support from family and 
the ResEd staff here,” 
she said. “Also, we get an 
abundance of experience 
as Community Assistants, 
so I felt ready. I am still 
very thankful and excited 
that the search is finally 
over and I found a really 
good fit for me.”
     Alexander Thompson has 
also been able to secure a 
job through a previous ex-
perience and has already 
begun working. Thompson 
currently works as an Ex-
ecutive Team Leader for 
Target Corporation and 
said, “I started out as an 
intern and while it was a 
demanding summer in-
ternship I knew it was an 
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1 On April 16:
2   
A fraudulent $20 bill was passed at Café Diem.  This matter is under investiga-
tion.
On April 20: 3 
On April 17: Ashley Girardi, 20, of Hackettstown was arrested and charged with possession 
of marijuana and drug paraphernalia.  She is scheduled to appear in Little Falls 
Municipal Court.
The Montclarion willingly corrects its 
factual errors. If you think we've made 
a mistake in a story, please call Editor-
in-Chief Katherine at ext. 5230.
Two males engaged in a fight between each other in Lot 26.  Both parties declined 
to pursue charges in this matter.
4On April 20: Shannon Flynn, 19, of Mukilteo, WA, and Isabel Sansom, 19, of Lakewood, Ohio, were arrested and charged with possession of marijuana and drug paraphernalia 
while behind the Dumont Television Center.  They are scheduled to appear in 
Little Falls Municipal Court.
 5 On April 22:
6
Michael Acqaviva, 18, of Brick was arrested and charged with disorderly conduct 
after failing to leave the M Glow event .  He is scheduled to appear in Little Falls 
Municipal Court.
On April 22: Samantha Roth, 20, of Millstone Township and Stephanie Petchers, 20, of Toms 
River were charged with simple assault while in Einstein Hall.  They are sched-
uled to appear in Little Falls Municipal Court.
7 On April 23: A patron of Floyd Hall Arena reported the theft of money from an unsecured locker room.  This matter is under investigation.
 8 On April 23: Joseph Koidl, 22, of Point Pleasant was arrested and charged with possession of 
marijuana and drug paraphernalia while at the tennis courts.  He is scheduled to 
appear in Little Falls Municipal Court.
1
6
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Catherine Baxter
News Editor
Dietetic Intern Chosen to Attend Workshop in Virginia 
Dietetic Intern Jennifer Salt met with many committee members and learned about the national public health policy.
Photo courtesy of Jennifer Salt.
Relay
Continued From Page 1
     Dietetic intern Jennifer Salt 
was chosen to take part in a recent 
workshop held in Virginia. The 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietet-
ics’ 2012 Public Policy Workshop 
was held from April 15 to 17. Salt 
was able to attend the workshop on 
a scholarship with all costs covered.
     Salt finished her undergrad ca-
reer at Montclair State University 
in December 2010 with a Bachelor 
of Science in Nutrition and a con-
centration in Dietetics. She then 
began the Dietetic Internship pro-
gram in September 2011. It is a ten-
month program with 11 interns, 
who will graduate on June 14. Salt 
is on her way to becoming a regis-
tered dietitian. 
     Through her internship program, 
Salt applied to attend the work-
shop.  “I applied by writing an essay 
about why I wanted to go and what I 
would do with what I learned when 
I returned from the program,” said 
Salt. “[Once they chose me,] the 
registration cost, travel, hotel and 
food costs for the workshop were all 
covered by the NJDA.”
     The Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics is the world’s largest orga-
nization of food and nutrition pro-
fessionals, explains Salt. The Acad-
emy is committed to improving the 
nation’s health and advancing the 
profession of dietetics through re-
search, education and advocacy.
     Salt was very excited to be cho-
sen for this workshop, something 
that is extremely difficult to get 
into on a full scholarship. In 2009 
alone, only 50 percent of applicants 
were chosen to attend.
     The goal of the Academy’s Pub-
lic Policy Workshop is to provide 
its participants with high-level up-
dates on the most important legis-
lation and policy issues related to 
food, nutrition and health, and to 
educate Academy members on how 
to be effective advocates for the 
dietetics profession and the pub-
lic when meeting with members of 
Congress, state legislators and pol-
icy makers. 
     This year, the theme of the work-
shop was “Shining the Spotlight 
on Advocacy.” Approximately 500 
Academy members took part in this 
intensive, interactive format, ac-
tively participating as they learned 
about the ever-evolving national 
public policy landscape.
     “Public policy is the foundation 
of our profession through nutrition-
focused legislation,” said registered 
dietitian Jeanne Blankenship, the 
Academy’s vice president for policy 
initiatives and advocacy.  “The Pub-
lic Policy Workshop provides policy 
information and skill enhancement 
for our members in all areas of di-
etetics practice and at all steps in 
their careers.”
     The workshop had a variety of 
focuses throughout the length of 
the stay. The first two days of the 
workshop were about different ini-
tiatives that the Academy of Nu-
trition and Dietetics is prioritizing 
in Washington and how to become 
a passionate advocate for nutri-
tion related issues. The third day 
involved visiting Capitol Hill and 
meeting with staff from each Sena-
tor's office and from each of the 13 
representatives' offices from NJ. 
     “It was a great experience as 
many members were able to sit 
down and talk with us about the 
nutrition issues that we are con-
cerned about,” said Salt. “We were 
even able to meet Senator Lauten-
berg briefly.”
     Salt believes that the workshop 
was great for teaching participants 
how much power each individual 
actually holds. “I learned how to be-
come involved with my local politi-
cians so that they understand the 
issues that concern me,” said Salt. 
“The workshop was very motivat-
ing in showing me how I can help 
initiate the change to better the 
health and wellness of the popu-
lation, whether it is local, state or 
federal.”  
  Through what she has learned 
from schooling, internships and the 
workshop, Salt looks forward to her 
future as a dietician. “I plan on tak-
ing the Registered Dietitian exam 
in order to gain my credentials as 
an RD,” said Salt. “I am interested 
in community outreach programs, 
outpatient counseling and school 
food service.”  
Additional information courtesy of 
Jennifer Salt.
Tips for Graduating Students:
-Start gathering your papers. Make sure 
you keep together any resumes,  birth 
certificates or other critical documents. 
This will make it easier to find the pa-
pers when future employers ask for 
them.
-Start paying off credit cards and stu-
dent loans. It's better to pay these off as 
soon as you can, and it will make your 
credit score look better.
-Don't spend your paychecks all at once. 
Once you find a career, getting that 
check may seem great, but you want to 
make sure you start to save money as 
well.
-Start an emergency fund. Setting aside 
a small amount like $5 a month will 
add up pretty quickly. This will come in 
handy for things like those unexpected 
car damages.
-Think about grad school. Some people 
finish their education in four years. 
However, other people enjoy seeking 
further education in grad school. Decide 
if it may be right for you.
Tips from diplomaframe.com.
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because cancer never sleeps. All 
proceeds raised go towards cancer 
research, funding and development.
        Relay For Life was set up around 
the soccer field. A track was located 
around the perimiter of the field 
for people to walk around through-
out the event. A camping area was 
set up on the grass before the field 
for those teams who were staying 
overnight. On the other side of the 
grass were many tents with on-site 
fundraisers. There was also a food 
and beverage tent, a Relay-Gear 
store for people to buy T-shirts and 
waterbottles and a survivor tent, 
where any cancer survivors could 
sign-in and recieve a gift.
     Various members of the com-
mittee have been meeting since the 
beginning of the fall semester to 
plan this event. Some committees 
included food and beverage, enter-
tainment, survivor and luminaria.
     There were also many forms of 
entertainment throughout the en-
tire event.  A deejay located on the 
soccer field played throughout the 
night, participants took part in a 
pie-eating contest and a Zumba-
thon that took up a good portion of 
the soccer field.
     Aside from the entertainment 
put in place by the committee, 
many of the participating teams set 
up on-site fundraisers to raise extra 
money for the event. One team set 
up a "Jail Break." People were able 
to pay money for their friends to be 
put in "jail" for ten minutes - a spot 
on the grass surrounded by bars - 
and they either had to wait the ten 
minutes, or pay extra money to be 
let out early.
     Throughout the night different 
ceremonies took place. An opening 
ceremony was held to kick off the 
event. 
     Later that night, a luminaria 
ceremony was held on the field. 
The track was lined with luminaria 
bags lit up with glowsticks to honor 
those that had been lost to cancer 
or who were still fighting the battle. 
There was even live performances 
from a cancer survivor and others 
who had been personally touched 
by cancer.
     Even though hundreds of people 
attended the event, it was origi-
nally planned to run until 7a.m. 
However, the weather posed a great 
problem for those at the event.
     "It was just way too cold!" said 
Stephanie Regalo, participant. "We 
were planning on staying all night, 
but it really just was not safe to 
stay outside for so long. The wind 
was biting and the temperature 
was definitely below freezing. It 
was great while it lasted though!"
     Although the event was antici-
pated to last all night, after much 
deliberation the committee decid-
ed to call the event off early. They 
wanted participants to be safe and 
did not want anyone to get sick.
     The event was closed by 4a.m. 
and the closing ceremonies were 
held on the following Tuesday night 
during the Relay For Life wrap-up 
party.
     Even though the event had end-
ed early, many people were still 
pleased. "I loved it," said David 
Copil, sophomore. "I think it was 
a great way for everyone to come 
together for a common cause. It 
stinks that the cold ruined it, but 
the event was awesome while it 
lasted."
     Colleges Against Cancer plans 
on going strong with the event 
next year and is already looking 
into finding a better location to be 
prepared in the event of incliment 
weather. 
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Congratulations 
Class of 2012 
Celebrate your achievement! 
 
And when you’re ready for the next step… 
MBA Program 
School of Business 
AACSB Accredited  
 
Weekend and Weekday Evening Options 
Montclair, Meadowlands, Lincroft 
montclair.edu/mba
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Congratulations to the Class of 2012!
Farewell
Continued From Page 1
storm. Originally, the LGBT com-
munity was the source of attack. It 
began with small notes threatening 
the lives of the LGBT members of 
the campus community on Feb. 8 
2012.
     “That day, the school became a cir-
cus. There were cops every two feet, 
cops on horseback, no doubt plain 
clothed police officers and snipers 
on the roofs,” said Jesse Bambo, a 
freshman. “I wasn’t even remotely 
nervous before the day began, but 
that sight became a spectacle.”
     Jeffrey Modestus, a senior, was 
shocked that members within the 
campus community would stoop 
to such levels. “It’s difficult to put 
it into words how I feel exactly. 
I’m appalled that kids would treat 
other kids in such a way. Everyone 
here is trying to better their lives. 
These actions don’t promote indi-
vidual progress but more inhibit 
success.”
     When news broke that the slurs 
continued and expanded to include 
racially derogatory statements, in 
conjunction with the fact that the 
two apprehended culprits were, in 
Reactions
Continued From Page 1
fact, African-American, students 
were perplexed. 
     “Finding out that these girls 
were African-American was a 
shame. Not a shame so much be-
cause they were African-Ameri-
can but because they attempted 
to make themselves appear as 
victims when they were actually 
victimizing others,” said Eli Re-
spes, an African-American fresh-
man.
     The response included a rally-
ing around principles and morals 
that the general student popula-
tion held in deep regard. Carlo 
Matteo Rossi was impressed with 
the overall support as students 
rallied together around a common 
goal. “It was a wonderful thing 
that we showed everyone that we 
are a family a community and we 
will not stand for such things,” he 
said.
     Rallies took various forms this 
year. Occupy Montclair was a 
small rally geared toward educat-
ing the student population on the 
administrative actions. The vice 
president of Young Americans for 
Liberty, Joseph DiFranco, played 
an integral role in organizing the 
rally. 
     “The purpose was to promote 
awareness about our school’s ad-
ministration and the way it man-
ages funding. It shed light on a top-
ic that would have otherwise been 
difficult to find info on,” he said. “I 
think it’s great that young people 
are actually in tune with what’s 
going on in the world. Any kind of 
activism should not be discouraged 
but embraced as a means of making 
society a better place.”
     Alanna Fowlie, a junior, was in-
volved in the rally. “I’m a biology 
major, so I’m not terrible interested 
in politics. On the other hand, I al-
ways feel like any decision made 
by a higher-up is important to rec-
ognize and understand,” she said. 
“This rally motivated kids like me 
to take an interest in something 
that affects everyone.”
     Students for a Democratic Soci-
ety (SDS) recently conducted their 
own form of protest. Standing firm-
ly opposed to the anticipated rise in 
tuition, members camped out in the 
quad to demonstrate their points. 
It is unclear as to their overall pur-
pose as SDS members refused to 
comment.
     Other students, such as Fran-
cine De Carlo viewed it as unneces-
sary. “I don’t agree with it because 
the tuition will continue to rise any-
way,” she said. “As more students 
apply, new buildings are built and 
needed renovations are made, the 
rise in tuition will actually help the 
school.”
     Matthew Salandra also viewed 
the campout as a failure. “It was 
the same nonsense that was taking 
place on Wall Street. It was a poor-
ly planned, leaderless event that 
yielded no results,” he said.
     Collectively, this year has giv-
en students many opportunities to 
view the world through many dif-
ferent lenses. The bigotry, the ral-
lies, the campouts along with all 
the minor activities undertaken by 
students, have resulted in a more 
unified campus. Students, through 
their years of higher education, 
have learned how to network and 
take their talents into the future.
The Montclarion | Catherine Baxter
investment in my future. I saw it 
as more than working retail; their 
leadership development program is 
well known and more importantly, 
I knew the skills learned would be 
transferable to any field I chose to 
go into in the future.”
     “I think the best thing a college 
student can do is give themselves 
the most opportunity for success 
and look at the bigger picture,” said 
Thompson.
     Student leader and business ad-
ministration major with a concen-
tration in finance, Aisha Salaam 
agrees with students taking the ini-
tiative to give themselves opportu-
nities in their futures. 
     She said, “I personally believe 
that being involved with my cam-
pus community and holding lead-
ership positions has prepared me 
for the real world because I had to 
interact with all types of people. 
In addition, I had the opportunity 
to meet people from all over, which 
created a really good network for 
myself.”
     Salaam said her strong leader-
ship skills developed at MSU have 
helped prepare her for the next 
step, already with a job lined up. 
“I’m excited and blessed to say that 
I received several job offers and 
opportunities and I have chosen 
to work for The Sherwin-Williams 
Company,” said Salaam. “My four 
years at Montclair State University 
have been wonderful. I left my mark 
now it's time to embark on another 
journey in life!”
     Some students have decided to 
finally take some well-deserved 
time off and backpack through Eu-
rope. Randall Payton plans on visit-
ing Germany, France, Amsterdam, 
Italy and others over the summer. 
He explained, “I want to experience 
different cultures, the food, the lan-
guages and just learn from them.”
     “I’ve been in school for the last 18 
years, so what better opportunity 
to travel abroad and have that cul-
tural exposure before I get into the 
work field? I’m going to be working 
for the rest of my life, so what bet-
ter time than now?”
     Payton plans on applying for 
more jobs when he returns from 
being abroad and has already re-
ceived some offers.
     For theatre and dance majors, 
the road to that big break begins 
now. Sharrod Williams has already 
begun auditioning and shared his 
thoughts on a promising future.
     “Focusing on performing post 
graduation I have been auditioning 
throughout this past Spring semes-
ter,” said Williams. “Auditioning 
has been hit or miss and takes a 
great deal of energy, confidence and 
courage.  Through each audition 
you learn something new and grow 
in some small way in preparation 
for the next one.”
     Williams said that being a double 
major in Dance and Communica-
tion Studies is one of the best de-
cisions he’s made and it has given 
him various career opportunities.
     “The next step for me is to start 
apprenticing for the Bill T. Jones/
Arnie Zane Dance Company based 
New York City. Also I will be per-
forming as the role of Herman in 
the musical Cabaret at Park Play-
house in Albany, NY,” said Wil-
liams. “MSU has indeed prepared 
me for an extensive and fulfilling 
career in the performing arts.’
     Khadijjah Mote, Theatre ma-
jor also has begun auditioning and 
proudly said, “Graduation is here 
and the world is after this. I feel 
prepared enough to go out and do 
what I always knew I could do.”
     Dr. Pennington, vice president for 
student development and campus 
life, supplied her words of wisdom 
and stated, “Live life to the fullest. 
Don't put off things for another day. 
Take risks.  Let go of anger; it will 
eat you up.  Be kind.”
      Though the Montclair State 
University experience has ended 
for many, the journey doesn’t end 
here. “I am immensely happy that 
I went here,” said Abulhawa. “MSU 
offered so many opportunities and 
no one person is untraceable, so any 
time I needed help I found it. I'll 
never forget the people I met and 
the memories they gave me. I know 
I'll be back in the future.”
     “Standing on the threshold of 
the University’s second century, 
we can see clearly that everything 
is now and always has been about 
possibilities:  the possibilities rep-
resented by you – the possibilities 
of the science you will do, the busi-
nesses you will create, the children 
you will teach, and the music you 
will make and the possibilities of 
the hundreds of thousands of stu-
dents who will follow in your foot-
steps over the years to come,” said 
Dr. Cole. 
     “And this journey is now and al-
ways has been about expectations: 
the expectations that your families 
have had for you, that we have had 
for you, and the expectations that 
you will now have for yourselves,” 
said Dr. Cole. “Just imagine the im-
pact you could have on the state, 
the nation and the world.”
Left to right: Elise Tarantina, Chelsea Piper, Amanda Vrabel, Alexa Dungo, Chelsea Kellish, 
Sharrod Williams, Kelly Carroll, Julie Marinucci, Autumn Perez.
Photo courtesy of Sharrod Williams.
Stats on the Class of 2012: 
-There are 3,183 undergraduate students and 1,079 are gradu-
ate students
-By college, the 4,262 breaks down as follows:  
-College of Humanities and Social Sciences: 1,333
-College of Education and Human Services: 1,266
-College of the Arts: 600
-School of Business: 577
-College of Science and Mathematic: 486
[INFORMATION PROVIDED BY DR. SUSAN COLE]
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All Tickets $15, on sale May 15, 2012 (online only).*Undergraduate students at MSU receive one ticket at no additional charge to every event through the Performing Arts Fee with their valid 
student I.D. MSU undergraduates can reserve seats in person at the Alexander Kasser  Theater Box Office after July 2, 2012.
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SEASON
Laurie Anderson
and KRONOS QUARTET
MAY 10 -11, 2013
World Premiere - A Peak Production
David T. Little/Royce Vavrek
Alan Pierson/Robert Woodruff
Dog Days
Sept. 29 - Oct. 7, 2012
ARTEK
I’ll Never See the Stars Again
Monteverdi
Oct. 20, 2012
Shanghai Quartet 
Jan Vogler, cello
String Quintet  Schubert
Oct. 21, 2012
L.A. Dance Project
William Forsythe Quintett  
Merce Cunningham Winterbranch 
Benjamin Millepied Untitled 
Oct. 25 - 28, 2012
American Premiere - A Peak Commission
Richard Alston Dance Company
A Ceremony of Carols  Benjamin Britten
Roughcut  Steve Reich
Unfinished Business  W. A. Mozart
Dec. 13 - 16, 2012
World Premiere - A Peak Production
Robert Wilson
Bernice Johnson Reagon
Toshi Reagon
Jacqueline Woodson
Zinnias: The Life Of Clementine Hunter
Jan. 26 - Feb. 3, 2013
Lionheart
ACME
Wayfaring Stranger  
Psalmbook  Ingram Marshall (premiere)
Feb. 9, 2013
American Premiere - A Peak Commission
Romeo Castellucci
On the Concept of the Face,
Regarding the Son of God
Feb. 14 - 17, 2013
American Premiere - A Peak Commission
Via Katlehong Dance 
Katlehong Cabaret
Mar. 16 - 24, 2013
Shanghai Quartet
Ying Huang, soprano
Chinasong 
Apr. 12, 2013
Sarah Rothenberg and  
Marilyn Nonken
Le sacre du printemps  Stravinsky 
Apr. 13, 2013
American Premiere
Jasmin Vardimon
Company 
Freedom
Apr. 18 - 21, 2013
A Peak Commision
Laurie Anderson 
and Kronos Quartet
Untitled Collaboration
May 10 - 11, 2013
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Lindsay Rassmann 
Managing Editor
msufeature@gmail.com
Pelican Profiles
Katherine Milsop Katie Winters
Kat Kenny
Former editor-in-chief Former managing editor
Former copy editor
Stephanie Millot
Former copy editor
Amanda Balbi
Former feature editor
Ratanjot Rehki
Former news editor
Major:
Anthropology, minor  in  journalism.
How did you get involved with The 
Montclarion?
I’d always been interested in journal-
ism and writing. My dad encouraged 
me to join the paper, and I started 
writing columns for Opinion during 
the spring semester of my freshman 
year.
Favorite memory?
Ah, there are so many! I love how we 
make each other laugh hysterically 
on production nights, in spite of (and 
because of) the craziness, so those are 
probably my favorite memories.
Plans after graduation?
Well I’m currently a day editor at 
Baristanet.com. Ideally, I’d like to con-
tinue to work as a reporter and editor 
at other publications too. Ultimately 
I’d like to go to graduate school, get 
my Ph.D. and work as an anthropolo-
gist, as well as a journalist.
What have you learned most about 
your time at Montclair and working 
with The Montclarion?
In the anthropology department, 
I’ve had amazing professors who’ve 
sparked my interest in cultural 
anthropology and inspired me to 
pursue it in graduate school. I’ve 
learned so much about journalism, 
editing and running a paper from 
The Montclarion. It’s also taught me 
a whole lot about working with and 
managing other people.
Major:
English, minors in French and Studio 
Art.
How did you get involved with The 
Montclarion?
I was looking for stuff to do, because 
I had too much free time. So my bud-
dy, who was editorial cartoonist at 
the time, said that I could write and 
knew grammar, so I should come be 
a copy editor (I may have also insult-
ed the editing and he suggested I fix 
it... it’s a toss up). One Wednesday he 
just brought me to production, some-
one handed me a blue pen, told me 
to take out oxford commas and that’s 
how it happened. 
What other organizations you were 
involved with?
The Normal Review, Fencing Club. I 
only care about The Normal Review 
though.
Favorite memory?
Probably the time that I beat Dr. 
Pennington in a fight. (logically, not 
physically)
Plans after graduation?
I’m going to Simmons College in 
Boston to get my Masters degree in 
English
What have you learned most about 
your time at Montclair and working 
with The Montclarion?
Patience.
Major: 
English, minor in journalism.
How did you get involved with The 
Montclarion?
I had already added the journalism 
minor and was enjoying my Editing 
class so I decided to come in and as-
sist the then-copy editor, Katie. At the 
semester’s end she asked if I wanted 
to take her job and since the editing I 
was doing with The Montclarion had 
developed into a passion for AP style, 
I said yes!
Favorite memory?
At MSU, probably meeting my boy-
friend (laaaaaame) but at the Mont-
clarion, singing “The Lion Sleeps To-
night” in the office - a moment that 
probably no one else remembers but 
me. Not sure why it stuck with me so 
much, but it was one of the first mo-
ments that I really felt a part of the 
staff.
What have you learned most about 
your time at Montclair and working 
with The Montclarion?
That word nerds and grammar stick-
lers have their places in the world! 
Who cares if it annoys your friends, 
correct their usages of “your” any-
way!
Proudest moment at MSU?
Getting the world’s greatest parking 
spot outside Williams Hall.
Major: 
English.
How did you get involved with The 
Montclarion?
I got involved with The Montclarion 
my freshman year of college. The 
news editor approached me during 
freshman orientation and I’ve been 
writing ever since!
Favorite memory?
I have many favorite memories from 
The Montclarion: scandalous Christ-
mas parties, infinite production nights 
with past and present staff, and the 
friendships that have been made in 
short periods of time because of how 
much time we all spent together.
What are your plans after gradua-
tion?
So far, my plans are to be employed 
by a newspaper or magazine. I also 
plan on climbing the ladder of suc-
cess quickly to become an editor of a 
publication.
What have you learned most about 
your time at Montclair and working 
with The Montclarion?
Putting aside book knowledge for 
a minute, I’ve learned how to ask 
the right questions in college. If you 
don’t know something and you can’t 
find the answer in a book or on the 
internet, ask someone. The Editors 
from The Montclarion have taught me 
everything I know about writing ar-
ticles, editing, and laying out content 
for production.
Major: 
English and Broadcasting, minor in 
Journalism.
How did you get involved with The 
Montclarion?
I decided to take a class called News 
Reporting. There was something that 
intrigued me about it. It was a differ-
ent way of writing and understand-
ing. I decided to continue with it and 
began submitting some of my writ-
ing to The Montclarion. I continued 
to submit my writing, became more 
involved and eventually became the 
Assistant News Editor and then the 
News Editor.
Favorite memory?
When I realized that I was headed to-
ward the correct career path for me. I 
broke the story about the Nicki Minaj 
homecoming concert fail. I was the 
first person to publish anything about 
it—before News 12, before “The Star 
Ledger,” before anyone! 
What are your plans after gradua-
tion?
I have already begun the interview 
process and am looking to continue 
working as a reporter. I have the skills 
necessary to work both as a print 
journalist and as a television reporter 
thanks to the double major. I want to 
continue traveling internationally as 
a reporter and learning about differ-
ent parts of the world. I plan on start-
ing now!
Proudest moment at MSU?
When I was inducted into the Alpha 
Lambda Delta Honor Society.  Also, 
in the spring of 2011 when I was 
awarded the Harold Friedlander 
Journalism Award through the Eng-
lish department for the articles I sub-
mitted.
Favorite memory?
Winter Ball 2010.  It was a great night 
– being crammed on a bus while try-
ing to change my shoes from flats to 
heels, eating delicious food, dancing 
all night and just having fun!
Major: 
English, minor in journalism.
How did you get involved with The 
Montclarion?
In the fall of 2011, I was taking an 
editing course and my professor sug-
gested that I consider joining The 
Montclarion staff because the current 
copy editor was looking for an assis-
tant.  After a few visits, I realized that 
I was more of a skilled editor than I 
had previously thought. 
What have you learned most about 
your time at Montclair and working 
with The Montclarion?
I learned that I should stop under-
estimating myself.  I have come to 
realize that success is about having 
confidence and being determined to 
achieve goals that will make me hap-
py.  Academics have always been an 
important part of my life; my grades 
in college have gone beyond what I 
thought I could achieve and I will be 
graduating with honors   
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would?like?to?say??
?
CONGRATULATIONS!!?
?
Gradua?ng?Class?of?2012??
and?
a?special?thank?you?to?our??
gradua?ng?student?employees?
?
?
?
?
?
?
?
?
?
Best?of?luck?to?all!?
?? Raquel?Ford?
?? Yoon?Kyung?Kang?
?? Dane?Lindholm???
?? Gi?Shin????
?? Diane?Sarria???
?? Katherine?Kotacska???
?? Parwana?Sherzad??
?? Theresa?Molinari??
1/2 OFF
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MSU 4 course Lunch Special!
(Soup, Salad, Entrée, Desert)
Only 10.95!
5 Course MSU Dinner Special!
(Soup or App., Salad, Rice, Entrée, 
Desert)
14.95
Show your MSU ID and get 15% 
off any REGULAR menu order!
(Special offers excluded)
WE DELIVER!!!
(5-10pm Tues-Sun, Closed Mon.
Minimum order of $15.)
www.FourSeasonsKebabHouse.com
Come dine in our beautiful
OUTDOOR PATIO!
Hours:
Lunch - 11:30-4, Tues - Sun
Dinner 4-10 - Tues - Sun
Closed Mondays
594 Valley Rd.
Upper Montclair, NJ 
07043
Tel. 973-707-7651
Tel.. 973-707-7812
FOUR SEASONS
KEBAB HOUSE
Keys to Shape Your Future
“Do what makes you happy. 
I know this is chiched but it 
is very fitting to the college 
experience and life in gen-
eral. Take classes that inter-
est you. Don’t be afraid to 
change your major and ca-
reer goals until you find what 
best fits you and have fun!” 
- Staphanie Milot, Former 
Chief Copy Editor
“Join The Montclarion! 
Or just get involved 
with anything on cam-
pus that appeals to 
you. MSU’s a lot more  
enjoyable that way.” 
- Katherine Milsop, 
Former Editor in chief
“Try different things. Don’t 
merely get involved in 
clubs and extra curriculars 
because you’re already 
good at them; go out on a 
limb and see what else you 
might enjoy. Also, do your 
laundry and eat more than 
poptarts and Ramen; it will 
catch up with you. Don’t 
doubt me.” - Kat Kenny, 
Former Copy Editor
“Be aggressive! Whether you 
want to spell it out or sim-
ply say it, if you don’t do it, 
you won’t get anywhere in 
life. I never spoke up in high 
school and got stepped all 
over. Now I am telling other 
people what to do and, trust 
me, I’ve never felt better.” - 
Nick Verhagen, Sports Editor
“Be mindful about all 
the resources on cam-
pus. You’d be surprised 
at some of the perks 
Montclair has to offer.” 
- Rashard Brashaw, Life 
Editor
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MONTCLAIR  STATE  
UNIVERSITY  
Office of Residential 
 Education and Services  
 
 
Residential Education and 
Services Staff: 
 We Are Proud of You!  
Congratulations Class of 2012 
 
“The future belongs to those 
who believe in the beauty of 
their dreams.”  
~ Eleanor Roosevelt  
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Keys to Shape Your Future
“Put your best foot forward and try 
your hardest. Put 110% of your effort 
into everything you produce and it will 
pay off. Don’t slack off, because you’re 
in college; you are going to college for 
an education, not to party.” - Amanda 
Balbi, Former Feature Editor
“Get involved. It’s 
more amusing. Pro-
fessors are more im-
pressed with you. Free 
food.” - Katie Winters, 
Former Managing Edi-
tor
“Don’t be afraid to get 
involved and make 
friends, especially out-
side of your major. 
Also,  work your hard-
est because professors 
and other professions do 
notice. - Lindsay Rass-
mann, Managing Editor
“Join clubs or sports. 
It is a great way to 
meet people and make 
friends. - Carley Hus-
sain, Production Editor
“Get as involved as possible. If there 
is an organization that pertains to your 
major, go to a meeting or an event? 
The more people you meet and the 
more people that you make a positive 
impression upon, the more people 
you will have to network with and 
help you with future endeavors. I have 
seen a lot of growth within myself and 
I have all my experiences both good 
and bad, to thank.” - Ratanjot Rehki, 
Former News Editor
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Commuting: It’s Better 
Than You Think
     It’s your first day of freshman year, 
and you’re feeling optimistic. You 
are ready to start anew, make a new 
name for yourself. You have your 
outfit picked out and you may have 
even packed a tasty bagged lunch.
     You are nervous and excited, and 
get in the car or on the train or bus 
and go to school.
     It then dawns on you that this feels 
like the first day of high school all 
over again.
     Then you get to school and meet 
your classmates. While they are com-
plaining about wearing flip flops in 
the shower or talking about that par-
ty the other night, you are thinking 
about how it took you two hours by 
bus to get from Montclair to … Up-
per Montclair. So much for a fresh 
start, eh? Au, contraire!
     Commuting to MSU isn’t the worst 
thing in the world, and here’s why:     
     1. You (might) have a car. Life in 
North Jersey can be pretty dangerous 
without a car – drivers are about as 
sensitive to pedestrians as the media 
is to Charlie Sheen.
     But if you commute, you may have 
a car on campus, which means you 
have a whole lot of freedom that the 
resident students may not have. You 
can get a job off campus (see #4) or 
take Sonic runs in between classes if 
you really want to.
     But to those who use public trans-
portation, don’t fret. Not having a 
car means that you don’t have to tote 
around your friends who dorm when 
they need to purchase Easy Mac or 
something equally important to resi-
dential life.
     2. You still get to do everything on 
campus that others do. You may feel 
that as a commuter, the new-friend-
making ends with the icebreakers on 
Red Hawk Day. I know this is cliché, 
but try to join a student group.
     There are various cultures and 
identities of different student groups, 
whether they are SGA clubs, The 
Montclarion or Greek life, and once 
you find the right one it’s easy to 
build a network of friends without 
dorming.    
     3. You get to separate yourself, 
too. You may feel like some residents 
you know are in cliques already, in a 
roomie-biffles-let’s-get-matching-tat-
toos way. However, try to look past 
this instant friendship.
     Living with people is fun, don’t get 
me wrong, but by the second semes-
ter people get so comfortable with 
each other that they may start getting 
on each other’s nerves.
     Being able to separate yourself 
from your school friends does not 
mean you’re a loner; it can give you 
time to put things into perspective.
     Also, it’s easier to concentrate on 
work when the people in the next 
room aren’t tempting you with an in-
tense game of Apples to Apples.
Melissa Tolomeo
Staff WritEr
ON CAMPUS:
Dorm: $3,000
Meal plan: $1,000
Total Cost: $4,000  
WITH PARENTS:
Gas: $300
Insurance: $200
Total Cost: $500
           4. You can save lots of money. 
Hypothetically, not including bus 
tickets, car insurance or gas, you are 
paying half of what some people are 
paying for school. This frees up fi-
nancial aid money for other things, 
like books or a semester abroad.
     Also, it is easier to keep a job in 
your hometown when you commute, 
and steady income is an advantage in 
college.
     5. You can eat what you want. 
Freeman, you know I love your piz-
za. Sodexo, I mean for no hard feel-
ings. But when you live at home or 
on your own, you are not bound to 
a meal plan, which means you can 
choose exactly what’s going into your 
body, not just greasy, school food.
     And let’s face it: waiting in traf-
fic to get out of the parking deck is 
much more bearable when you know 
a home-cooked meal is in your fu-
ture.
Commuters save $3,500 on average.
*Based on a 15 week semester*
 “Being able to separate 
yourself from your school 
friends does not mean you’re 
a loner; it can give you time 
to put things into perspec-
tive”
At Montclair State University alone, 
women make up 60 percent of the 
student body: Universally, they are 
considered the 51 percent minority, 
a bizarre contradiction that implies 
they are socially, economically and 
politically vulnerable while still 
making up the majority of the popu-
lation.       Aside from the prevalence 
of women on campus and the mere 
facts that you were likely born of a 
woman and spent the first six weeks 
in utero as a female, why should 
women’s issues even occupy a col-
umn in The Montclarion?  Why am I 
wasting your time?
     Feminism is defined as the social, 
economic and political advocation 
of the equality of the sexes.  Simple 
enough.  The common misconcep-
tions of feminism have unfortunate-
ly clouded this unoffensive mission 
statement by convincing many 
people that feminists must hate men, 
hate shaving and love burning bras.  
I’ll be delving more deeply into 
these misconceptions of feminism 
(these femin-isn’ts) in my install-
ment next week.  But for now, let’s 
go over what it actually means when 
the girl next to you on the shuttle or 
at Cafe Diem says she’s a Women’s 
& Gender Studies major or, scarier 
yet, a real, live feminist.
     Feminism is about more than 
women’s issues; it affects anyone 
with a gender or a sex drive.  Sexual 
inequality and gender-based dis-
crimination are alive and unwell 
even today.  Here are some remind-
ers of why feminism still exists even 
in a “post-feminist” apolitical cli-
mate.
     Women didn’t receive the right 
to vote until 1920, 50 years after 
African Americans.  Suffragettes 
were tortured and beaten in prison, 
only to look forward to a life of 
ridicule and ostracism when they 
were released.  Maybe your high 
school history class covered some of 
this, but did anyone ever go over in 
exacting detail the forced feedings 
these women went through behind 
bars during hunger strikes?  All for 
only 55 percent of women to vote in 
the last presidential election.
     With the upcoming presidential 
election, it’s important to consider 
the process four years ago, when the 
big issue was racism versus sexism, 
Hillary vs. Obama. Think about the 
treatment of Hillary Clinton in com-
parison to Sarah Palin and the jokes 
that surfaced around their perceived 
attractiveness.  Consider how many 
of your friends may have scoffed at 
the idea of having a female presi-
dent, either because of some PMS 
joke or having an authority in office 
who reminds them too much of their 
mothers.  In the end, who won that 
election?
     It took until the 1970s for policy 
makers to even acknowledge that 
rape can occur within a marriage 
and the 1980s for them to train 
police officers to handle domestic 
violence.  This is all within your 
parents’ lifetimes.
     To this day, on average, women 
make less money than their male 
counterparts for the same work.  
Asian women make $0.92, white 
women make $0.79, African Ameri-
can women make $0.69 and Latina 
women make $0.60 to the average 
white male’s $1.00.
     High school and even many col-
lege history classes will completely 
ignore or steamroll over women’s 
history, particularly the perspectives 
belonging to women of color and 
LGBT communities.  Women’s and 
Gender Studies and LGBT Studies 
exist not to put these groups on ped-
estals or overrule heterosexual male 
discourse, but to give a space to oth-
erwise ignored minority groups.
    One in four women are victims 
of sexual assault, and these are only 
the women who report the incident.  
One in four women have engaged 
in bingeing and purging to control 
weight in college.  Twenty-five per-
cent is a scary number.
       Last semester we saw an in-
crease in coverage and reported inci-
dents of sexual assault on campus.
     Feminism can cover any vari-
ety of subjects, ranging from the 
aforementioned topics like suffrage, 
intimate partner violence, policy 
changing, pay equity, sexuality, rape 
and body image issues. Even more 
broadly, you may hear feminists talk 
about popular culture, sports, music, 
film, reproductive rights, global 
issues, pornography and sex work, 
education, health care, patriarchy, 
capitalism and way more.  With 
all the types of feminists out there, 
there’s a good chance you fall into 
the wide spectrum of people who 
believe in equality among the sexes.  
There are liberal, pro-sex, anti-
porn, Chicana, Womanist, riot grrrl, 
third-wave, fourth-wave, radical, 
Anarcho, cultural, eco, essentialist, 
lesbian, Marxist, pop, postcolo-
nial, psychoanalytic, conservative 
and separatist feminists.  Taking a 
WMGS class will introduce you to a 
wide variety of feminisms, and it’s 
only the tip of the iceberg.  Many 
individuals will pick and choose 
their favorite elements of multiple 
branches of feminism and create 
their own brand tailored to their 
needs; as long as you believe men 
and women deserve equality, there’s 
really no wrong way to go about it.
     More than anything, feminism is 
about viewing the world through a 
new lens.  Gender runs deep; it may 
be one of the first things you notice 
about a person. How do you act 
towards a stranger when you can’t 
determine whether they are male 
or female?  How much does this 
affect your language around them 
or how you make physical con-
tact with them?  How do you talk 
about this person later? Even if you 
don’t identify as a feminist, or even 
if you’ve never consciously given 
sex and gender a second thought, 
consider this: college is about chal-
lenging your view of the world.  So 
challenge yourself to thinking about 
gender.  Challenge yourself to the 
f-word: feminism.
The F Word
Feminism Gets Real
Liouxsie Doyle
Staff WritEr
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Your connection to Montclair State doesn’t end the day you graduate – it lasts a 
lifetime! Stay connected to receive news and updates, information on benefi ts 
and services, and invitations to events.
The best way to stay connected is through MONTCLAIRconnect, the online community 
exclusively for Montclair State alumni. 
CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2012!
MONTCLAIRconnect
Your MONTCLAIR STATE ALUMNI Online Community
Welcome to your Montclair State alumni network –
100,000 strong and growing.
We hope to see you at the 
Recent Alumni Network Summer Fun Day 
when Montclair State alumni head to 
the Jersey Shore at Bar A on July 28.
Visit the Alumni Relations website for more 
information: montclair.edu/alumni
Join today to network with more than 
100,000 fellow Red Hawks.
■  Sign up for a free lifetime Montclair 
State email forwarding address
■  Check out events happening on and 
off campus
■  Post class notes and photos
■  Link to Facebook with the 
Montclair State University 
Community Connections app
■  Search the alumni directory
■  And much more!
Make your connection today. Visit
montclair.edu/montclairconnect
For questions or more information, contact Alumni Relations at 973-655-4141 
or montclairconnect@mail.montclair.edu.
OPEN POSITIONS
The Montclarion 
is looking for
Cartoonists 
Writers 
Photographers 
and MORE!Stop by our office at The Student  
Center Annex 
Room 113  
for more information!
msuproduction@gmail.com The Montclarion 13ADVErtisEmEnts
This will be the last issue of  
The Montclarion. We’ll be back in the fall 
with our next issue!  
Have a fun and safe break!
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He Wants More For The Money 
Put Your Adult Pants On
             ow do you measure a hate 
crime? Where does it fall on the spec-
trum of petty misdemeanors to serious 
crimes?
 According to Montclair State 
University’s administration, it apparently 
falls somewhere in between saving face 
by showing support through unity ral-
lies but not quite actually making the 
changes necessary to create a safer cam-
pus for all students regardless of race, 
creed or sexuality.
 Before you jump to conclusions, we all 
know change doesn’t happen overnight. 
After all, it has been our country’s motto 
ever since the 2008 presidential election 
slogan “change” promised us expecta-
tions of immediacy but left us wanting 
for more, faster.
 But even global warming policies and 
the country’s rising unemployment num-
bers seem more like trivial annoyances 
when faced with death threats on our 
own campus. 
 There’s a matter of urgency here and 
it makes rallies with cheering, flag wav-
ing and well-written speeches seem kind 
of… hollow.
 We had one day of unity, but did it 
change anything? Would a week?
 We’re not calling for vigilantes, 
masked or otherwise, but it is time to put 
on our adult pants and take matters into 
our own hands. We are all adults here, 
or at least developing into the people we 
will be as adults, and we need to take 
responsibility for our actions and those 
around us.
 You see, eight out of the 12 months of 
the year, Montclair State University is the 
home away from home to over 3,500 stu-
dents ranging from first-year freshmen 
to super seniors and the school away 
from home for another 15,000 commut-
ers. 
 We have put our trust, whether 
consciously or subconsciously, in this 
institution to provide us with the best 
possible education (for the money), the 
opportunity for social and personal 
growth and the safety and security to 
achieve these modest goals and graduate 
with all of our limbs intact.
 Maybe this unnaturally warm winter 
weather has upset the balance of the uni-
verse and, just like the geese who have 
arrived to terrorize campus sooner than 
planned, coaxed the crazies out of hiber-
nation. 
 Then again, maybe it was just some-
one’s really bad week (though that would 
make me seriously afraid of midterms).
 We at The Montclarion assume, with 
uncharacteristic optimism, that only a 
very small percentage of the student 
body are the bigoted lunatics that have 
been bullying campus this week through 
various acts of vandalism.
 We want to take this opportunity to 
remind the MSU community that we 
have a dedicated and capable University 
Police Department that is committed to 
the safety and security of all campus 
members and guests.
 They provide an escort service as well 
as a GPS-assisted tracking application 
called Mobile Guardian that provides 
voluntary monitoring of movements 
from one area of campus to another. If a 
person does not reach their intended des-
tination in the period of time specified, 
an alarm is sounded in police headquar-
ters and police will respond to the user’s 
location.
 Whatever the cause is for this sudden 
outburst of violent hatred, it needs to end 
now.
 One hate crime in a week is terrible, 
two is outrageous but three is just plain 
embarrassing.
H
Joseph Trajanoski | The Montclarion
t the beginning of the 
MSU students given scraps while TCNJ students dine like kings
Dylan SoltiS
ColumniSt
the very least, more choices 
in our daily dining and a 
slight improvement in the 
quality of food.
   However, with those 
choices being consistently 
limited to habitually under-
cooked pasta, poor tasting 
pizza sauce, boring cheese-
burgers and a World’s Fare 
station (although they prefer 
the term “restaurant”) that 
perpetually cycles through 
the same three tired and 
stereotypical choices (Chi-
nese, Mexican and Southern 
food), it’s no surprise that 
many students are disap-
pointed with the new dining 
experience.
    On the dining hall’s worst 
days, the sandwich station 
is the only salvation for the 
starving student, with lines 
stretching far past the soup 
pots, but even that classic 
staple gets old eventually.  
    And while I am eternally 
grateful for the recent exten-
sion of weekend dining 
hours, with pickings as slim 
as they are, the dining hall is 
usually as good as closed.
    But the real travesty is 
exposed once you crunch 
the numbers. As it stands, 
the two cheapest meal plan 
options will run you a cool 
$1,800 a semester.
  Multiply that by the num-
ber of students required by 
school policy to purchase at 
least the $1,800 meal plan 
(the combined residents of 
Bohn, Freeman, Russ, Sina-
tra and the Heights, or ap-
proximately 3,141 students) 
and you get a whopping 
$5.7 million dollars a semes-
ter, or $11.4 million a year.
    That’s not even including 
the commuter students and 
apartment residents who 
purchase lesser meal plans. 
$11.4 million dollars and 
we’re subjected to the same 
tired options week after 
week.
    Now, obviously not all of 
that is going towards what 
we are fed; a good portion 
of that needs to be used 
for salaries, maintenance, 
sanitation and whatever else 
constitutes Sodexo’s over-
head. 
    But considering the mas-
sive chunk of change we the 
students contribute to the  
MSU dining services, I do 
believe we deserve a little 
more in return.
    Perhaps Montclair State 
should take a tip from the 
dining services at TCNJ. 
Last time I visited Eickhoff 
dining hall at TCNJ was the 
semester before the Heights 
complex opened.
  However, I vividly remem-
ber such options as sushi 
(simple rolls, not like at the 
Rath, but sushi nonetheless), 
rotisserie chicken, prime rib, 
a large selection of sand-
wiches and a large staff to 
match — and that was all 
for one single meal around 
lunchtime.
    Like MSU, TCNJ is a New 
Jersey public university. 
So what exactly is holding 
MSU back from establish-
ing a dining hall of the same 
quality?
    It couldn’t be Montclair’s 
endowment: TCNJ has ap-
proximately 7,000 students 
and a $18 million endow-
ment, while MSU has ap-
proximately 18,000 students 
and a $47 million endow-
ment (a sizable portion of 
whom do not even live on 
campus or utilize the dining 
hall).
    As of right now, I cannot 
answer this question, but at 
the very least, the adminis-
tration should care enough 
about the students of 
Montclair to provide them 
with a dining experience 
that matches the amount 
of money we, the students, 
contribute to it.
  The college experience in 
America is full of ridiculous 
expenditures and growing 
debt. It is no secret that we 
are overpaying for our edu-
cation. But when it comes to 
campus dining — a service 
provided to us by the uni-
versity which we are forced 
to partake in to fulfill a bio-
logical imperative (and as a 
matter of school policy for 
many residents) — taking 
advantage of the students by 
repeatedly serving the same 
cycle of subpar food is so 
unacceptable, it’s borderline 
criminal.
    And could someone 
tell me, once and for all, if 
they’re putting laxatives in 
our food?
Dylan Soltis, an English major, is in 
his first year as a columnist for The 
Montclarion.
 A 
fall semester, I — like many 
students — was excited to 
try out the new campus din-
ing experience promised by 
the Heights complex.
    Like any student who is at 
least a sophomore, I thought 
“any new dining hall can’t 
help but be an improvement 
over Blanton.”
    Now while that isn’t set-
ting the bar very high, it 
was the least we could hope 
for as students who must 
partake in the cuisine a la 
Sodexo for 30 weeks out of 
the year. And when the fall 
semester rolled around, the 
Heights dining hall lived up 
to this modest expectation.
    Barely.
    No one can argue that the 
Heights dining hall does not 
provide the students with, at 
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Graduation Frustration and Job Applications
Entering an unemployable job market with a grin and a grimace
traviS lanCaSter
ColumniSt
T         o whom it 
may concern,
Perhaps that’s 
a bad start — 
I’ve been told 
by numerous 
web sources 
and articles 
not to start a 
cover letter 
that way. Let’s 
start over. 
 Dear Sir or Madam… I’ll look the name 
up later,
 I’m writing you today to inform you 
of my availability as an employee at your 
establishment.  
 I recently graduated from a fairly well 
revered state school in New Jersey, where 
I triple minored in Social Media Studies, 
Pet Psychology and Communication — no, 
not even Communication minors know 
what it really is.
 And after taking a year off to find 
myself while backpacking through the 
streets of downtown Miami with some 
college buddies, I realized that my ideal 
future lies in the world of business — your 
business, that is. 
 Anyway, I’m delighted to announce 
that since graduating, my time has been 
significantly freed up now that I am no 
longer obliged to attend classes (when 
I feel like it), fraternize with my fellow 
classmates (drinking warm cans of beer 
in dimly lit rooms with ear-splitting music 
and sticky floors) and spend hours on end 
perusing the annals of the Internet instead 
of writing papers and studying for exams 
(although, this last part is unlikely to 
change; especially if the job I am going to 
receive will include sitting anywhere near 
a computer). 
 Why do I think I’m the right man for 
the job? Let me answer that by asking you 
this: Why do you think I’m the right man 
for the job?
 I believe I have a lot to offer your com-
pany.
 I graduated elementary school with a 
3.9 GSA (gold star average), an advanced 
understanding of numbers one through 
six and the letters of the first half alphabet 
and a reputation for constructing “par-
ticularly daring macaroni noodle and glue 
experiments.” 
 I’ve been told — on more than one occa-
sion — that I’m extraordinarily ordinary 
and exceptionally unexceptional at almost 
everything that I do. 
 Also, as a founding member of my fra-
ternity’s Ultimate Couch Frisbee team I’ve 
obtained the spirit of a born leader and 
team player.
 As for experience, I’ve never really had 
a job, per se. 
 As a college freshman, I was the desig-
nated “Condom King” of my dorm build-
ing’s floor, and as a fraternity brother, it 
was my job to get beer on Thursdays and 
wash the plastic utensils after dinner on 
Tuesdays. 
 Also, there was one summer that I 
worked as a camp counselor for a week 
(before realizing that I’d rather be in Aruba 
with my best friend’s family — YOLO, am 
I right?)
 Attached is a list of my skills and quali-
fications — which I think you’ll find most 
useful in your specific line of industry 
—  a recommendation from my sopho-
more Introduction to Philosophy professor 
(who on more than one occasion referred 
to me as “not the least intelligent human 
being he’d ever met”) and a letter from my 
uncle’s second wife’s brother’s landlord’s 
dog’s breeder’s mother who was, at one 
point in her life, the CEO of an extremely 
successful independent business — which 
had something to do with the fast paced 
world of the shirt stain cleaning industry.
 I think that you will find this letter, as 
well as the supporting documents that I’ve 
enclosed, more than satisfactory proof of 
my capabilities.
 I believe I would make an excellent 
addition to your team, and I think — nay, 
I know — that I have all of the qualifica-
tions necessary to make an enormous dif-
ference to your company and one day to 
the world. 
 I’m very excited at the prospect of 
working closely with you and the higher 
ups of the company, of which I have no 
doubt, I will one day be seated among.
 I look forward to your response and to 
coming in for an interview — which I’m 
sure is little more than a formality at this 
point — at the offices of Johnson Libeler 
and Associates Paper Slicing and Sticky 
Note Manufacturing.
 
Sincerely,
 Travis J. Lancaster 
Travis Lancaster, an English major, is in his first year as 
a columnist for The Montclarion.
University Making Gold Out of Cole
Project to immortalize university president approved for its final phase
ahprel pheoul
ColumniSt
   There 
comes a time 
in everyone’s 
life when 
they are faced 
with a black 
and white 
decision. In 
these times, 
when all 
ambiguity is 
stripped bare 
and all that’s 
left are the cold, hard facts, there are no 
right or wrong answers.
 There is only the right answer and the 
wrong one.
 If journalists are guilty of two crimes 
in the media world, they are the over-
simplification of subjects by covering lim-
ited situational variables and convoluting 
simple information by drawing broad 
generalizations and expressing them in 
highfalutin jargon.
 Thankfully, however, the journalist’s 
job is not always covering conflict but 
covering compromise as well. 
 With this year’s string of bias incidents, 
false reports and property destruction, 
the University needs a unifying event that 
could express the thoughts and feelings of 
the entire student population.
 Now, more than ever, this school needs 
a hero.
 After Thursday night’s debate, mem-
bers of The Montclarion staff met with 
the two candidates to further discuss their 
opinions on more delicate matters that 
weren’t covered in the public forum such 
as the recent approval of Susan Cole’s gold 
statue — a project that has been in the 
works since early 2008.
 The topic of the gold statue was met 
with positive feedback from both of the 
presidential candidates — refreshing, after 
a tense public debate where agreement 
began and ended at declaring what posi-
tion they were running for.
 SGA Vice-President and Presidential 
hopeful, George Juzdan, was quoted as 
saying that “this is what my bro [current 
SGA President] Jared [Shabaab] would 
have wanted. He would have wanted it for 
himself […] but this is close enough.”
 Official leader of MSU’s classless Free 
Student Republic and Juzdan’s only oppo-
nent, Lisa Grab, was later quoted as say-
ing: “I hope that this is the beginning of 
a beautiful time in the torrid history of 
American education where people of any 
age, race, creed, class or sexuality can and 
will have gold statues erected in their 
image on campuses all across this great 
nation.”
 Especially now, as the nation is mere 
months away from its own election of 
extremes, it’s refreshing to see people with 
diverse attitudes and opinions coming 
together for something so wholesome and 
selfless as glorifying their superiors.
 The decision to finally continue the 
statue project was voted on by the Class of 
2012 who considered it to be the least they 
could do for the woman who was able to 
grant them the opportunity for success 
and help them recognize their unlim-
ited potential while still expertly handling 
those annoying freshmen in the Heights 
with grace and unflinching determina-
tion.
 A recent survey sent out in an email 
to “all_students” regarding the proposed 
funding and location of the statue was 
predictably ill-received by the general stu-
dent population many of whom either 
deleted the survey immediately from their 
inbox or consigned it to inbox hell where 
it will stay unread with the rest until the 
account is terminated post-graduation.
 “The seven percent of students that did 
fill out the survey responded overwhelm-
ingly, almost unanimously, in favor of the 
statue,” said Board of Trustees represen-
tative Jonathan Aranoff, “It’s not often 
that we can come together in an act of 
good faith towards someone whose con-
stant commitment to higher education 
has unquestionably changed people’s lives 
forever. This is the beauty of democracy 
working to its true potential.”
 British artist Marc Quinn, whose previ-
ous works include a life-sized gold statue 
of übermodel Kate Moss with her legs 
behind her head, previously expressed 
interest in the ongoing project and has 
designed the statue in the image of an 
open-armed President Cole behind her 
podium to welcome new students. 
 With the bi-annual Student Government 
Association Fee (the mysterious $50 add-on 
for full-time students) untouched over the 
last few semesters, the Board of Trustees 
has stated in their most recent newsletter 
that the sum of $1.5 million, $1 million 
of which is the price of the 18K gold, was 
“a simple reconstitution of the remaining 
funds after Susan’s $150,000 bonus this 
summer” and a “simpler decision to honor 
a singular woman who has at least four 
or five more good years with this institu-
tion.”
 The statue, which will be located at the 
base of the stairs in the Student Center 
Quad somewhere in between the trashcans 
the soccer hooligans have been using dur-
ing their down-time, will begin construc-
tion in the 2012-13 school year and should 
be completed just before Christmas.
Ahprel Pheoul, an astrophysics major, is in his first 
year as a fictional columnist for The Montclarion.
Attention Earthlings: This is an Automated Article
One small step for artificial intelligence, one giant misstep for mankind
      here is 
a disturbance 
in the force, 
my peers. 
The old time 
battle of 
man versus 
machine has 
begun. 
 Now we’re 
not shooting 
laser guns 
and living in 
 T 
a war torn world, but machines have been 
created to replace people within the work 
place. 
 Some things are really obvious like 
those express self check-outs at super 
markets, but the machines have started 
to spread and take the jobs of so many 
Americans. They have extended into the 
world of finance and even journalism. 
 Now, I usually am the one doing all 
these technologically opinionated articles. 
I love to review all the neat-o stuff one can 
find out there in the worldwide web. This, 
my fellow humans, is not neat-o, though. 
Many magazine companies have hired 
Narrative Science to automatically gener-
ate online articles about corporate earn-
ings. Wedding announcements now get 
automatically posted online and machines 
can predict the outcome of sports games 
through stats and can automatically gener-
ate a readable article. 
 The Tribune Company, a large multi-
media company,  has been experimenting 
with non-anchor TV by using animated 
characters and computer generated voic-
es. 
 If we go down this path, where we 
cannot even have real anchors report the 
news, then I am done with technology. Big 
businesses are the ones to blame. To fire 
an employee that has worked for you for 
years is just heartless, but maybe we are 
slowly becoming machines ourselves with 
no sympathy for our fellow man. 
 Marshall McLuhan theorized that when 
we use computers, our sensory apparatus 
extends to cyberspace, until one day we 
evolve into pure radio frequency. Okay, 
maybe that’s going too far, but still, it is an 
interesting thought. 
 We are constantly creating new tech-
nology, making everything before obso-
lete. Like when you think about your 
childhood and you remember, “We used 
to have house phones with the cords.” 
 I guess it is human desire to want more, 
that nothing will ever be good enough. But 
what happens when those desires mani-
fest into something so powerful? Well, that 
is what’s happening now with the rise of 
robot employees. 
 Machines do not  complain, they do not 
need to be paid, they do not take vacations 
and they do twice the work in half the 
time. Imagine further advances to what 
these  machines could do. 
 What if they took statistics of popular 
commercials, and based on feedback could 
create commercials for companies? What 
if they learned about human emotions, 
too? Are we going to have a computer psy-
chologist analyze what is wrong with us 
and prescribe medication to us? Machines 
will manage to type novels that would put 
whatever any human wrote to shame. 
 If a machine steals my Pulitzer Prize, 
then I would be really upset. Now that 
would be a sad day for man. 
 As much as we like technology, we 
should be mindful of our creations. You 
might be thinking, “Monika, that’s just 
crazy,” but we are only in the beginning 
stages of the technological age. 
 We will never know what the future 
generation will come up with next. I can 
only leave you with the words of Thoreau, 
“Our life is frittered away by detail. 
Simplify, simplify, simplify!” 
 Keep life simple, keep work simple and 
keep your inventions simple and man-
ageable or else we might have an Isaac 
Asimov plot on our hands. 
 Plus, if we did have machines writing 
articles, they just would not be as funny as 
I am and that would be a crying shame.
monika BujaS
aSSiStant opinion 
eDitor
Monika Bujas, a communications major, is in her first 
year as assistant opinion editor for The Montclarion.
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Farewell from the Editor-in-chief
Parting is Such Sweet Sorrow 
            hen I first 
joined the paper 
four years ago 
as an opinion 
c o l u m n i s t , 
I wanted to 
get students 
fired up about 
important issues on and off-campus. I 
taped a picture of Hunter Thompson 
shooting his typewriter to my bulletin 
board and started writing. My first col-
umn was a commentary on the gov-
ernment-sponsored bank bailouts that 
were all the rage in 2008. I asked when 
the student bailout would arrive and dis-
cussed issues that increasing numbers of 
college students faced (tremendous loan 
debt, unemployment… sound familiar?). 
My editors liked the column, so I stuck 
around, and soon became assistant opin-
ion editor. A series of yearly-staff elections 
led me to the position of Editor-in-Chief.
I also joined the paper because my dad, 
who was also a writer, encouraged me to 
join. If nothing else, I would make friends 
at a school that I resented going to and was 
completely miserable at during my fall 
semester of my freshman year. It turned 
out that I loved journalism and had a 
knack for writing columns and editorials 
on the spot. I met some amazing people on 
the staff, who I’m happy to write, are still 
great friends. Despite the craziness, stress 
and occasional frustration that comes with 
production nights and managing people, it 
was all worth it. 
A lot of people say our students are apathet-
ic, that they simply don’t care about any-
thing but themselves and their own lives. 
Honestly, I think we deserve a bit more 
credit. We’re a commuter school (despite 
attempts to make it more of a sleep-away 
camp). An overwhelming majority of the 
students commute, and have part-time to 
full-time jobs, in addition to carrying a full 
course load. I would say that most of our 
students are down to Earth, hardworking 
people, who have other priorities to focus 
on at the moment. They’re not necessarily 
apathetic. I’ve always felt, as a member of 
The Montclarion and as a journalist, that 
my fellow students, peers and colleagues 
Susan G. Komen’s Race Against the Care  
Foundation puts politics before progress, endangering uninsured 
Alexa Coppola, a fine arts major, is in her first year 
as assistant opinions editor for The Montclarion.
    hen I 
was in fourth 
grade, my 
older sister 
(who was 17 
at the time) 
found a lump 
on her breast. 
 I remem-
ber sitting 
with her in 
the bathroom, 
and she was 
sobbing, wondering how could she pos-
sibly have cancer? 
 She hadn’t even been to college yet, she 
had never been in love or voted or had a 
drink at a bar. It couldn’t be her time, she 
pleaded, there was still so much of her life 
to live.
 My mother loaded my sisters and I 
into the car and we went to see Jessica at 
Planned Parenthood. Jessica met us in the 
parking lot, hugged my sister and walked 
with her inside, consoling her in part with 
reassuring medical facts about the disease 
and in part with her maternal nature, an 
attribute that cannot be taught or read 
about in a medical journal and a key rea-
son as to why my mother loved and relied 
on Jessica for many years.
    During the mammogram, my mother 
and Jessica stood on either side of my sister 
and held both her hands while another 
technician performed the examination.  
 This was a pretty bad day, but it was 
indeed just a scare. The lump was benign, 
but the day would have been far worse 
had Jessica not been there to console my 
sister and assist my mother. She knew our 
family. 
 When my sister turned 17, she went to 
Planned Parenthood with my mom, and 
Jessica talked to her about sex in the con-
text of a teenager’s life. 
  Jessica was who my father called when 
he didn’t know how to discuss subjects 
concerning sexuality with a house full of 
girls. She was our medical specialist and 
therapeutic assistant, physical and mental 
guidance counselor, and without a doubt 
necessary to our family.
 To imagine a world where she doesn’t 
exist because Planned Parenthood doesn’t 
have the proper funding to compensate 
their employees is positively frightening. 
 And Senators Barbera Boxer (D-Ca) and 
Kristen Gillbrand (D-NY) would agree. 
 After the Susan G. Komen Foundation’s 
reversal of the decision to cut funding to 
Planned Parenthood purely due to pub-
lic’s protest of the initial, adverse decision, 
these governing ladies are finally able to 
hear what the people want.
    The senators are initiating a bid to 
gather one million citizens in defense of 
women’s rights and in support of Planned 
Parenthood. The movement is called “One 
Million Strong for Women.” 
 The objective is to raise awareness about 
women’s rights and about the main func-
tion of Planned Parenthood, especially 
in the context of lower income societies, 
where the organization is incredibly vital. 
 This is because Planned Parenthood 
will provide STD and cancer screenings 
without cost for those who make less than 
approx. $ 20,000 per year.
    They not only provide these services to 
those who would probably not otherwise 
be able to afford them, but the organiza-
tion supplies anyone in need with all 
different forms of contraception, vaccines, 
pregnancy testing, affordable health care 
and most importantly, medical and sexual 
knowledge. 
    This is an organization vital to our soci-
ety and most definitely underappreciated 
by those government administrators who 
lean to the right. 
 Whilst their main concern may lie with 
abortion prevention and “pro-life inter-
ests,” abortion actually counts for about 
3 percent of what planned parenthood 
caters to. 
 In 2009, Planned Parenthood’s fact 
sheet stated the following: 35 percent 
STD screening and treatment, 35 percent 
contraception, 16 percent cancer screen-
ing/prevention, 10 percent other women’s 
health care services, 3 percent abortion 
services and 1 percent other. 
 While these numbers are a reflection of 
Planned Parenthood’s priorities, they are 
100 percent concerned with sexual aware-
ness and women’s rights.
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To the Editor:
 
 To address your article on the recent attacks 
of hate speech on the LGBTQ community, 
Students for a Democratic Society would like 
to issue the following statement: 
 MSU Students for a Democratic Society 
fully condemns the hate speech committed 
against the LGBTQ community. It is thoughts 
and words like those found in the Student 
Center that perpetuate oppression in the world 
and prove that equality is far from achieved 
for the LGBTQ community.
 However, we should be careful not to con-
demn just the individual that committed such 
hateful crimes, but more importantly, the soci-
ety that produces individuals capable of hav-
ing such thoughts and ideas in their minds.
 We therefore issue the following statement 
of solidarity: 
 
 
 Until our society teaches everyone to be 
tolerant and accepting,
 Until our society changes our heterosexist 
and homophobic culture and institutions,
 Until the LGBTQ community has equal 
rights and has received justice for ALL crimes 
committed against members of their commu-
nity,
 Until all beings are treated with love and 
respect by the institutions that today remain 
cold and preoccupied with their reputation,
 And until these institutions are concerned 
about the lives and safety of all the communi-
ties that make up its foundations,
 We vow to stand strong with our comrades 
in the LGBTQ community.
 
In Love, Solidarity, and Struggle,
 
MSU Students for a Democratic Society
To the Editor:
 I was very pleased with the recent article 
titled “SGA to SDS: You’re Dechartered”. 
 I thought that it was very clever to structure 
the article in such a way that it seemed like a 
dialogue between SDS and the SGA. 
 I had one minor issue with the article 
because one fact was not true.
 Employees of the Student Center did not 
call the police on us because we refused to 
give up a table that was reserved for another 
organization. 
 We were in University Hall and we were 
told to leave because we did not reserve the 
space. No other organization was involved in 
the incident.
 The reason I had an issue with that specific 
part of the article is because it depicted SDS 
as a group that bullies our way into tabling 
without any respect to other organizations. 
 If another organization reserved a space we 
were using, we would happily give it to them, 
we’ve done this before.
 If there is empty space that is not reserved, 
then we do not see the problem with using it.
 Otherwise, I was very happy with the 
article.
 
Sincerely,
Greg Tuttle
alexa Coppola
aSiSStant opinion  
eDitor
W 
deserve more credit than they are given. 
Personally, I’m excited about the renewed 
sense of activism and involvement that 
seems to be taking shape on campus. 
Occupying the quad may have been just 
the start. 
I also have high hopes for the paper. Our 
newspaper will remain the independent, 
student voice of Montclair State, as it has 
always been. Our student writers and edi-
tors may slip up sometimes, but I genuine-
ly believe that it’s part of a greater learning 
experience, and that anyone willing to 
undertake the responsibilities that come 
with being part of a campus newspaper, is 
well-intentioned and ultimately, just wants 
to learn how to be a better journalist.
Katherine Milsop, an Anthropology major with a 
minor in Journalism  Journalism.
katherine milSop
Former eDitor- 
in-CheiF
Arts & EntErtAinmEnt18 The Montclarion
M-Glow: Montclair’s Own Paint Party
Barstool what? Dayglow inspiration a success
     You walk into a tent. Of 
all things, a tent. It’s dark, 
there’s music booming and it 
smells like paint. Everywhere 
you look there are people 
dancing to the beat, swaying 
wildly from side to side like 
a manic gyre. There’s barely 
any room to breathe once 
you get near the main crowd. 
Near the back, there is what 
looks like a circle for a dance-
off with nobody dancing. 
Then someone walks into 
this empty space and starts 
doing the robot. This isn’t 
an alcohol-fueled shrine to 
the mediocre like Barstool 
promised, this isn’t an ec-
stasy-fueled rave like what 
you hear about on the news. 
Alan Vallee
Web Editor
MSUArts@gmail.com
Montclairfest Features All-Star Lineup
Tyga, Wale and Cartel tear up Lot 60 
     Those who went to Mont-
clairfest this past weekend are 
easy to spot: look for painful 
sunburn, black wristbands or 
people who look weary after 
what was undoubtedly one 
of the busiest, loudest and 
most fun weekends Mont-
clair State has seen all year. 
     Over the course of the sev-
en hours of Montclairfest, a 
staggered 1,200 students and 
guests attended the all-star 
lineup that performed in lot 60.
     Big name artists like Wale, 
Tyga, Maino and Cartel per-
formed with local talent 
Kacy Epps and Battle of the 
Bands winner Nobody Yet.
“It was beyond amazing, 
and the fact that Wale and 
Tyga went before me made 
me feel even greater,” Epps 
said. “I was nervous, but the 
moment I rapped my first 
line, I knew I was going to do 
great the rest of the show.” 
   “It reminded me of Warped 
Tour but a smaller venue,” 
student Brittany Clem-
ente said. “It was refresh-
ing to see a student and 
someone I know perform. 
He did a really great job.” 
   The event, hosted by 
S.L.A.M, followed the hype 
generated from M-glow 
the night before. In be-
tween artists, people could 
choose to eat from an as-
sortment of food vendors, 
jump on a three-way tram-
poline and shop for mer-
chandise from apparel com-
pany, The Fresh Clothing.
 “The DJs and artists were 
all wonderful and really got 
the crowd going,” S.L.A.M. 
director Niki Santana said. 
“I’m extremely happy that 
the event turned out suc-
cessful and we had perfect 
weather for the event. The 
whole weekend turned out 
awesome and we all worked 
really hard into putting this 
weekend into what it turned 
out to be and putting the 
name S.L.A.M. out there.”
     “Montclair should do stuff 
like this all the time,” student 
Jackie Loder said. Students 
and guests alike left the event 
satisfied and with smiles 
on their faces. One thing is 
for certain, next year’s per-
formers will have to meet 
the high standards left in the 
wake of this year’s lineup.
Lindsay Rassmann
Managing Editor 
Photos courtesy of Carley Hussain.
Above: A crowd going crazy for Wale. Below: The real hero of Montclairfest, trampolines.
This is Montclair’s very 
own paint party, M-Glow.
     From the moment  people 
start pouring in and DJ Clin-
ton Sparks starts spinning 
all the hits from the last five 
years, it becomes obvious 
this is no rave; it’s a party. 
This thought is both simul-
taneously comforting and 
terrifying: It gives people the 
freedom to enjoy music they 
know and can dance to, but 
at the cost of losing that spe-
cial feeling that you’re hear-
ing the cutting-edge of elec-
tronic music. It’s a freedom 
most embrace gladly, partic-
ularly the ones wearing hats 
and shirts embroidered with 
“YOLO,” short for You Only 
Live Once, the current means 
of existence that we all have. 
     Through the booming of 
the music there’s some un-
mistakable noises, specifi-
cally the chanting and cheer-
ing whenever a particularly 
anthemic song comes on and 
the clapping for any time the 
DJ solicits rhythmic applause 
for a particularly large drop. 
Another, somewhat more 
touching sound is that un-
mistakable sound of getting 
soaked by something that 
you weren’t necessarily ex-
pecting at that moment  — 
paint parties are all about 
staying clean, obviously. 
Throughout the night, there 
were multiple bombard-
ments of neon-bright paint 
which showed up fantasti-
cally under the blacklight. As 
with any concert, the visuals 
were also an important aspect 
which shone through beauti-
fully. Inside the huge tent 
was a light show that could 
easily have been the equal 
of any in Miami or Ibiza. 
With this light show and all 
the paint, the show became 
something anyone attend-
ing could tell future genera-
tions of partiers: “I was there 
when the partying started.” 
     Sadly, all things come to 
an end and at 10 p.m. the last 
song was played, the lights 
came on and out shuffled a 
crowd of tired partygoers 
to wash the paint off their 
faces and glasses and move 
on to after-parties or sleep. 
     Thankfully, no editors 
were injured in the pro-
duction of this article  and 
hopefully there will be more 
of these megaparties hap-
pening in the future. It’s 
a far better use of money 
than gold statues, after all.
Montclair’s version of a rave, M-Glow.
Photo courtesy of Carley Hussain.
For more pictures and exclu-
sive online content check out 
themontclarion.org
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All Tickets $15, on sale May 15, 2012 (online only).*Undergraduate students at MSU receive one ticket at no additional charge to every event through the Performing Arts Fee with their valid 
student I.D. MSU undergraduates can reserve seats in person at the Alexander Kasser  Theater Box Office after July 2, 2012.
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Laurie Anderson
and KRONOS QUARTET
MAY 10 -11, 2013
World Premiere - A Peak Production
David T. Little/Royce Vavrek
Alan Pierson/Robert Woodruff
Dog Days
Sept. 29 - Oct. 7, 2012
ARTEK
I’ll Never See the Stars Again
Monteverdi
Oct. 20, 2012
Shanghai Quartet 
Jan Vogler, cello
String Quintet  Schubert
Oct. 21, 2012
L.A. Dance Project
William Forsythe Quintett  
Merce Cunningham Winterbranch 
Benjamin Millepied Untitled 
Oct. 25 - 28, 2012
American Premiere - A Peak Commission
Richard Alston Dance Company
A Ceremony of Carols  Benjamin Britten
Roughcut  Steve Reich
Unfinished Business  W. A. Mozart
Dec. 13 - 16, 2012
World Premiere - A Peak Production
Robert Wilson
Bernice Johnson Reagon
Toshi Reagon
Jacqueline Woodson
Zinnias: The Life Of Clementine Hunter
Jan. 26 - Feb. 3, 2013
Lionheart
ACME
Wayfaring Stranger  
Psalmbook  Ingram Marshall (premiere)
Feb. 9, 2013
American Premiere - A Peak Commission
Romeo Castellucci
On the Concept of the Face,
Regarding the Son of God
Feb. 14 - 17, 2013
American Premiere - A Peak Commission
Via Katlehong Dance 
Katlehong Cabaret
Mar. 16 - 24, 2013
Shanghai Quartet
Ying Huang, soprano
Chinasong 
Apr. 12, 2013
Sarah Rothenberg and  
Marilyn Nonken
Le sacre du printemps  Stravinsky 
Apr. 13, 2013
American Premiere
Jasmin Vardimon
Company 
Freedom
Apr. 18 - 21, 2013
A Peak Commision
Laurie Anderson 
and Kronos Quartet
Untitled Collaboration
May 10 - 11, 2013
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Coachella: Generation Y’s Woodstock
A-list celebrities and a performance from Tupac!
    Excited fans, camping and live 
music is what makes the Coachella 
Music and Arts Festival. You can 
think of it as the west coast version 
of Woodstock for generation Y.
       Taking place in Indio, California, 
next to the town of Coachella, the 
event began last weekend from April 
13 to 15 and will resume this week-
end from April 20 to the 22. The 
stage was swept by new and vet-
eran musicians this past weekend. 
Coachella seems to be a melting pot 
of musical influences mixed with the 
selection of musical choice preferred 
by today’s youth. The campgrounds 
at Coachella are swamped with col-
lege students who have come from 
both near and far to join the phe-
nomenon.
     There were many familiar faces 
to take the stage, including David 
Guetta, The Weekend, Radiohead, 
Swedish House Mafia, Santigold, 
Gotye, Dr. Dre and Snoop Dogg. 
One of the most unexpected appear-
ances was made by a digital holo-
gram figure of the late rapper Tupac. 
He and Snoop Dogg were able to 
perform along side each other again 
for the first time in 16 years since 
Tupac’s passing. 
     Although the thought of it could 
seem quite eerie, this stage perfor-
mance has illustrated the advance-
ment and the capabilities of modern 
technology for this era. This perfor-
mance served as a tribute to Tupac, 
which left fans gawking at the fact 
that he was able to join them as he 
approached the stage screaming, 
“What is up Coachella!”
     This was no ordinary perfor-
mance but a technological wonder. 
It is a projected three-dimensional 
figure actually created through light. 
A life-sized, light charged, hologram 
displayed a full body animation of 
the rapper and even emphasized 
muscle definition and tattoos. This 
digital creation performed with 
mortal stage movements, hopping 
around the stage just as an actual 
person would. The impeccably de-
signed cartoon showed great detail 
and very much resembled him.
     Special effects company, Digital       
Domain, is the mastermind behind 
the production. They are the creative 
professionals responsible for the 
generation of effects in movies such 
as Aeon Flux and I, Robot. Whether 
or not you are interested in rap mu-
sic you would be able to appreciate 
this great visual.
     A-List celebrities including Rihan-
na and Lindsay Lohan also showed 
their faces at this star-studded event. 
Although the first weekend has 
come to a conclusion, there are still 
many acts preparing for their turn to 
grace the stage this coming week-
end. 
     Coachella is an annual music 
festival that attracts fans of various 
genres. Crowds gather to enjoy the 
show by day as many guests camp 
in tents overnight to wake up and 
join the party over the course of 
three days.
     This event exemplifies today’s 
modern popular culture as a whole, 
allowing one to recognize that the 
possibilities are limitless in the 
future of the entertainment industry. 
Being part of the new millennium, 
we have experienced an era where 
our daily lives have been filled with 
the combination of technology and 
music for quite sometime. Having 
the opportunity to download mu-
sic, the entertainment industry has 
changed forever.
     We are able to see a noticeable 
change in music from the use of 
auto-tune vocals to the thriving 
electronic sound of dubstep that has 
crossed all musical borders from 
rap to reggae to house music. All of 
these elements come together as one 
during this event to create a reflec-
tion of the era.
     Acts perform nonstop from noon 
to midnight. Coachella streams live 
performances from YouTube.
By Raeshelle Middleton
 Staff Writer
Photo courtesy of zimbio.com .Hip-hop newcomer Azealia Banks Coachella debut. 
Professor Finally Gains Grammy Gold
 A 21 years after the idea
By Craig McCarthy
 Former Web Editor
     It all started in 1991 when profes-
sor Robert Aldridge asked Herschel 
Garfein to write the words for an 
opera adaptation of Sinclair Lewis’s 
novel, Elmer Gantry, which won 
them a Grammy for Best Contem-
porary Classical Composition. But 
the 16-year road to the stage wasn’t 
an easy one, with the original pro-
duction company backing out and 
then the opera being rejected by al-
most every company in the country.
     “We almost gave up on this many 
times, thought nobody is going to 
do it,” said Aldridge. “Generally, 
what people what to do is La Bo-
heme, the Italian operas and tradi-
tional things; they are not that in-
terested in new American opera.”
           It wasn’t until a random Wednes-
day afternoon in 2005 in Kasser Theater 
when the opera was given a chance.
      Aldridge, who had continued to 
work on the piece for years and was re-
jected dozen of times, was honored by 
the administration when he was asked 
to give a performance of a few acts 
from his opera with Herschel Garfein.
   Although it was short perfor-
mance, it was the most the opera 
had gotten a chance for so far. It 
was Montclair State’s previous pro-
vost, Richard Lynde, who stood dur-
ing a question and answer panel 
to ask, “When are we going to see 
this here?” according to Aldridge.
    “And when the provost says that, 
that’s good,” Aldridge said, laugh-
ing. This was only the start of actu-
ally bringing this two-and-a-half 
hour opera to stage. This spark 
was what the contemporary op-
era needed to bring it back to life.
    With MSU’s Peak Performances 
and the Nashville Opera collaborat-
ing on this expensive proposition 
(most operas cost around $100,000), 
it co-premiered in both Nashville 
in 2007 and Kasser Theatre two 
months later in January 2008, when 
it made The New York Times’ Arts 
and Leisure section front page.
    Redone in several places after be-
ing shown at MSU and Nashville, it 
was in Milwaukee where three sepa-
rate live stage performances were 
recorded, for which the opera won a 
Grammy for Best Engineered Album.
       “They did a wonderful job because 
it is very difficult to record an opera,” 
Aldridge explained. “It’s complicated 
with a lot going on with the orchestra, 
the singer, the stage and stage noise. 
That was the biggest challenge to a 
great recording from a live recording.”
      To Aldridge an important part of 
winning the Grammy, besides that it 
is one of the highest honors in music, 
was that it wasn’t a popularity contest; 
“It’s voted on by your colleagues.”
   Aldridge emphasized that he 
couldn’t have done it without Mont-
clair State’s assistance because the 
university really pushed the origi-
nal premiere that involved over 100 
students, not including stagehands.
  “This is a classic example of 
wouldn’t and couldn’t get done. Ev-
erybody rejected it, then it was done 
and very successful,” Aldridge said 
with a modest smile. “It really taught 
me to stick to what I believe in.”
Robert Aldridge and Herschel Garfein with their Grammy. Photo courtesy of montclair.edu
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Rashard Bradshaw
Life Editor
      He is a shadow of a man he 
once was.  He is in hiding in fear 
with his guard constantly up.  He 
suffers through night terrors.  He 
is spiraling down a road of undy-
ing grief.  He has troubled himself 
numb.  The threat of nuclear war-
fare is the least of his concerns.  He 
is George Falconer (Colin Firth).
      Fashion designer-turned-film di-
rector Tom Ford made his very stylish 
directorial debut with the 2009 drama 
film, A Single Man.  A Single Man, 
the film adaptation of the 1964 Chris-
topher Isherwood novel of the same 
name, follows the story of George Fal-
coner, a gay British university profes-
sor teaching literature in 1962 Los An-
geles. George Falconer is portrayed 
by the legendary English actor, Co-
lin Firth, who was nominated for an 
Academy Award for his performance.
     Taking place over one day, Nov. 
30, 1962, the film begins with George 
dreaming of an encounter with Jim 
(Matthew Goode), his partner of 16 
years, at the scene of the car acci-
dent that took Jim’s life eight months 
prior to the film’s beginning.  Upon 
awakening, George attempts to pull 
himself together for one last day as 
the narration reveals that his de-
pression created by Jim’s death has 
led him to plan his suicide for later 
that evening.  George continues his 
day, putting his affairs in order and 
enjoying the beauty of isolated inci-
dents he would normally overlook.
     Daley is a fresh face on the music 
scene. This singer/songwriter/mu-
sician blends luscious melodies and 
soulful harmonies into a smooth lis-
tening experience that is reminiscent 
to the classic 90s Neo Soul movement.
     He adds a touch of futurism into 
his production to prevent his mu-
sic from sounding dated. His lyr-
ics are very passionate and his 
voice, which is sometimes similar 
to Robin Thicke, has an appropri-
ate edge that sets him apart from 
other artists on the radio airways. 
    His voice adds a level of gritty 
mystery to tracks like “Spent” and 
“Let It Go” that can be found on 
his debut mixtape Those Who Wait.
He released his project in late 2011, and 
it is free to download at http://daley.tv. 
    His voice and pompadour hair-
style sets him apart from his peers. 
With soothing vocals and heart-
felt content, I could get but lost 
in his music, which makes Daley 
one of the newest artists to watch.
Weekly  
Artist
Spotlight
          Danny Brown has that one thing 
that every artist wants: individuality. 
With a foul mouth typical of any urban 
MC, Brown has solidified himself as 
a stand-out gem with his permed hair 
and chipped front tooth that, oddly 
enough, adds to his lustful mystique. 
Hide your kids and hide your wife! 
   In hip-hop, where rappers 
have recently traded in their lyri-
cal skill for marketing gimmicks 
and fashion sense, Brown proves 
that the golden age of the MC 
may have a much-needed revival.
       Brown is a true original, a proto-
type, if you will, for what the future 
of hip-hop music will look like. With 
his punchy delivery and hypnotic 
metaphors, Brown is definitely the 
artist to look out for on the Fool’s 
Gold records roster. Rapper/mo-
gul 50 Cent had the chance to sign 
Brown, who sadly didn’t fit the hard-
core image of G-Unit –  your loss, 50! 
  Download his new mixtape, 
XXX, at www.foolsgoldrecs.com
Hip-Hop royalty  Nicki  Minaj 
dropped the  official video for her 
new single “Right by My Side” fea-
turing Chris  Brown on  Wednesday 
,  May 16.  The video  stays true to 
Minaj’s love of theatrics and show-
cases her signature animated flow. 
     With a cameo from music legend 
The Cost of Sadness
 A look at the film A Single Man
Nas,  Minaj’s bodacious curves, and 
her girl power fashion filling ev-
ery shot there was   definitively no 
other video out now that can com-
pete with this video, which ends in a 
steamy kiss between Minaj and Nas. 
     Tom Ford’s previous work as a 
fashion designer helped shape the 
stylistic mise-en-scene in A Single 
Man.  The vivid nightmare George 
experiences at the opening of the film 
is both unnerving and breathtak-
ing.  The use of dull, dark color and 
intimate cinematography help to ac-
centuate the loneliness and misery 
George feels as he relives the chilling 
scene where he lost his life partner. 
This scene also sets the tone for the 
remainder of the film as George’s 
isolationism drives his depression.
     The only times the film is not 
masked in gray colors are the instanc-
es in which George begins to relish in 
the smaller moments of his day, such 
as the beauty of a young secretary he 
often ignores at work and the neigh-
bor’s daughter whom he often finds 
annoying.  The screens colors are sat-
urated and brightened to represent 
George’s temporarily lifted mood. 
In addition to the outstanding color-
ing and camera work, the superb set 
design displayed in the film can also 
be appreciated.  From the exact auto-
mobile models driven in 1960s Los 
Angeles to the correct label on the 
inside of George’s suit, not a single 
cufflink is amiss.  Plenty of time, ef-
fort and attention to detail were used 
to make this film one of the most 
aesthetically pleasing of the decade.
      Colin Firth’s performance is ev-
ery bit as amazing as the film’s cin-
ematography.  The film perfectly 
captures the loneliness and vulnera-
bility homosexuals faced in the 1960s. 
George’s hopeless situation made him 
go through the motions of his day. 
The pain is seen in Colin Firth’s face 
when he is informed by telephone 
that he is not allowed to attend Jim’s 
funeral.  The anger and frustration 
can be heard through George’s pas-
sionate lecture to his class about the 
hate and ignorance invisible minori-
ties are subject and the adjustments 
they are forced to make to regulate 
what is deemed as appropriate behav-
ior.  The sadness is felt when the glass 
house George and Jim once lived in, 
as a statement to the world, is now 
only inhabited by one broken man. 
Finally, hope is seen when Kenny 
(Nicholas Hoult) breaks the bound-
ary of a conventional student-pro-
fessor relationship and reaches out 
to George.  Colin Firth and the cast 
present Oscar-caliber performanc-
es that would be shameful to miss.
     Do yourself a favor: the next 
time you’re browsing Netflix, put 
this movie at the top of your queue.
Christine Byczkiewicz
Staff Writer
Christine’s Grade: 
5 out of 5 
Stars
Colin Firth delivers a chilling performance. Photo courtesy of foresthartman.com
Photos courtesy of thelavalizard.com Photos courtesy of winniecooper.net
Photos courtesy of mypinkfriday.com
Video of The Week: 
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Montclair State University is a vibrant institution with nearly
100 doctoral, master’s, teacher certification, and certificate
programs. We have much to offer with strong, dynamic
graduate programs that fit your needs.
The Graduate Information Session is designed to provide
potential applicants an overview of the graduate application
and admissions process. In addition, you will have the
opportunity to learn about graduate assistantships, financial
aid, scholarships, and much more.
GRADUATE
INFORMATION SESSION
Wednesday
June 6, 2012
6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
University Hall, 7th Floor
Register Online
Breakout Sessions to include:
• Educational Leadership Programs
• Initial Teacher Certification
• Urban Teaching Residency
• Master of Business Administration
Find The Graduate School at
Montclair State on Facebook.
Visit montclair.edu/graduate for more information about our graduate
programs and register for an information session today.
It’s your future. It’s your career.
It’s your move.
1 Normal Avenue, Montclair, NJ 07043  •  973-655-5147  •  montclair.edu/graduate
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OFFICE OF DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
DESIGN YOUR DREAMS,   
CONGRATULATIONS 2012 GRADUATES!    
CONSTRUCT YOUR FUTURE...
LC
AD
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GB
HO
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FC
VM
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Men’s Lacrosse Run Finally Comes to End
Nick Patriarca
AssistAnt sports Editor
     It was a year full of change for 
the Montclair State men’s lacrosse 
team in 2012.  From a new head 
coach with Division I experience, to 
a wave of young freshman making 
an impact, it was an exciting year 
for the program in the dawning of a 
new era.  The Red Hawks won their 
fourth consecutive Skyline Confer-
ence championship and had eight 
players named to the All-Conference 
team.  Despite being ousted in the 
first round of the NCAA tournament 
for the second consecutive year, there 
is much reason to be excited about 
the future for this proud program.
         It certainly was a tumultu-
ous start to the 2012 season for the 
Red Hawks, losing their first four 
contests and five of their first six. 
Three of these losses came against 
teams ranked in the national top 
25.  However, they remained posi-
tive, came together as a team and 
with a mix of young freshman and 
experienced upperclassmen, man-
aged to reel off 10 consecutive victo-
ries to close out the regular season.
      Looking for their fourth consecu-
tive Skyline Conference title, the Red 
Hawks hosted the tournament as 
the number one seed.  They faced 
the Richard Stockton Ospreys in the 
semifinal.  Senior attack Tyler Meth 
became Montclair State’s all-time 
leading goal-scorer by scoring five 
goals in the semifinal.  With his 163rd 
career goal with 6:20 remaining in 
the third quarter, Meth surpassed 
Keith Van Ness career mark of 162, 
placing him at the top of MSU’s ca-
reer goal scoring list.  Fellow senior 
Matt Prongay also contributed a hat 
trick in a 17-5 win for the Red Hawks. 
The freshman continued to shine as 
they had all season as Ryan Macejka 
and John Barney each scored two 
goals in the winning effort which 
placed the Red Hawks in the confer-
ence final against Kean University.
     With two goals and an assist, 
Meth was named tournament MVP 
for the third consecutive year as the 
Red Hawks rolled past Kean Uni-
versity by a score of 17-10 in the fi-
nal to claim their fourth consecutive 
conference title.  Junior attack Jack 
Skeels put four past the goaltender 
and also contributed two assists.  Ju-
nior midfielder Kenneth Bogert had 
a hat trick and an assist in the win-
ning effort.  With the win, the Red 
Hawks received the Skyline’s auto-
matic bid into the NCAA tournament.
     After winning 10 consecutive 
games, the Red Hawks season came 
to an end in the first round of the 
NCAA tournament for the fourth 
straight season, falling to 14th ranked 
Union College by a score of 12-5. 
Meth ended his illustrious career as a 
Red Hawk with two goals and an as-
sist in his final game in red and white. 
The Red Hawks trailed 2-1 at the end 
of the first quarter, but failed to score 
a goal through the next two quarters 
as Union orchestrated a nine-goal 
run that saw them enter the fourth 
with an 11-1 lead.  The Red Hawks 
were valiant and managed to cut 
into the Union lead with goals from 
Meth, Bogert and freshman mid-
fielder Michael Schreck.  However 
the lead was just too large and Union 
managed to hold on for a 12-5 win.
      The Red Hawks swept the end-
of-season Skyline Conference awards 
as Meth was named Player of the 
Year, Barney was named Rookie of 
the Year and head coach Chris Kiv-
len was named Coach of the Year 
in just his first season at the helm. 
Eight players were given All-Con-
ference honors, including six on the 
first team.  Meth, Barney and Skeels 
were all named first-team attack-
men.  Juniors Sean Gilmore and Mike 
Lade were also named first-team 
along with senior goaltender Mark 
Glander.  Prongay and freshman 
defender Kiel Dietrich were named 
to the All-Conference second team. 
      The Red Hawks got off to a rocky 
start in 2012, but thanks to the leader-
ship of head coach Chris Kivlen and 
his senior class who he has shown 
much praise of all season long, they 
managed to improve on last year’s 
record of 10-7 by finishing 11-6 over-
all and claiming a fourth consecu-
tive conference championship.  It 
will be tough to move on after losing 
seniors such as Meth, Prongay and 
Glander, but with freshmen such as 
Barney, Dietrich and Schreck coming 
through the ranks along with Coach 
of Year Chris Kivlen, there is much to 
be excited about as the Red Hawks 
begin a new era here in Montclair.
Photo Courtesy of Sports Information
After a 1-5 start, the Red Hawks bounced back to finish 9-5 (6-0 Skyline) and win 
the Skyline Conference Championship under new head coach Chris Kivlen.
Red Hawks fall to Union College in NCAA tournament
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    The record-setting 2012 season for 
the MSU Women’s Softball Team, 
its three graduating seniors and its 
fans will go down in history as a 
campaign to remember for years to 
come.  The Red Hawks came into 
this softball season led by only three 
seniors: Priscilla Camacho, Shan-
non Mozek and Stephanie Szeliga. 
   The Red Hawks finished their 
regular season with an overall re-
cord of 35-5; their conference record 
was 14-3 in the NJAC, giving them 
the regular-season NJAC champion-
ship and thereby earning them the 
top seed in the NJAC Tournament.
        In Montclair State’s opening game 
of the NJAC Tournament against 
sixth-seeded Ramapo, the team pre-
sented Coach Anita Kubicka with the 
700th win of her career via a convinc-
ing 5-0 shutout of the Roadrunners. 
With this win, Coach Kubicka be-
came the second coach in the history 
of Montclair State to have 700 wins 
in their respective sport.  The only 
other coach with 700 wins is cur-
rent Montclair State Baseball Coach 
Norm Schoenig.  Both coaching 
milestones were achieved this year. 
     The day after the Ramapo win, 
the NJAC All-Conference selec-
tions were announced.  Coach Ku-
bicka won Coach of the Year for the 
second consecutive season. Sopho-
more pitcher Alex Hill won two of 
the three major awards given out 
by the NJAC conference in softball 
(Player of the Year and Pitcher of the 
Year).  Last season Hill won Pitcher 
of the Year and Rookie of the Year. 
      The NJAC Softball All-Confer-
ence team was also released that day. 
Sophomore pitcher Hill and sopho-
more third baseman Dana Amato 
were selected First Team All-Confer-
ence. Junior catcher Heather Bergman 
earned Second Team All-Conference. 
Senior centerfielder Shannon Mozek, 
and sophomore first baseman Alisha 
Cumberton earned Honorable Men-
tion.  Montclair State’s women ended 
up going 3-2 in the NJAC Tournament 
with both nail-biting losses coming at 
the hands of Rowan, who went on to 
win the NJAC Tournament and take 
the automatic bid for the conference. 
      Montclair State softball ended up 
earning an at large bid in the Union, 
NJ NCAA Division III Regional.  The 
Red Hawks won all four games in 
their region (including two one-run 
wins over Rowan), and advanc-
ing to the Championship Round of 
8 teams which features a double-
elimination format for the NCAA 
Division III Softball Championship. 
     The eight finalists in the Cham-
pionship round are: Montclair State, 
Plattsburgh State, Linfield, Ohio 
Red Hawks Flying High
Northern, Pacific Lutheran, Luther, 
Tufts and Roanoke.  The games will 
take place in Salem, Virginia from 
Friday, May 18th through Tuesday 
May 22nd.  Montclair State opens 
with Plattsburgh State on Friday May 
18th at 4:00 p.m. in the third game 
of the four contests taking place on 
Friday.  This is the first meeting be-
tween these two teams this year.
     Three Montclair State University 
softball players ended up receiv-
ing recognition from the NJAC for 
their play in the regional tourna-
ment.  Sophomore Pitcher Alex Hill 
won pitcher of the Week sopho-
more third baseman Dana Amato 
took Player of the Week and fresh-
man infielder Melany Zeller was 
awarded Freshman of the Week 
as Montclair State swept all three 
awards in the final week before the 
NCAA Division III Championship. 
     The National Fastpitch Coaches 
Association announced their East 
All-Region Team Monday and Hill 
was named First Team NFCA East 
All-Region for the second straight 
year, and Dana Amato was named 
Second Team NFCA East All-Region, 
also for the second consecutive year.
      The three seniors all provided 
leadership for a team that lacked ex-
perience.   Shortstop Priscilla Cama-
cho, a three-year veteran, batted .167 
with 5 RBIs.  In the field she had 79 
putouts and 57 assists. Four-year vet-
eran Right Fielder Stephanie Szeliga 
averaged .258 with 5 doubles, 1 triple, 
1 home run, 8 RBIs at the plate and 
51 putouts and 2 assists in the field. 
Center Fielder Shannon Mozek, also 
a four-year veteran, had a batting 
average of .276 with 14 doubles, 1 
home run and 19 RBIs.  As a fielder, 
she had 51 putouts and 4 assists.
               At press time of the 2012 Gradu-
ation Issue the team had not yet start-
ed play in the Championship Round.
      Despite the loss of the three 
graduating seniors from this year’s 
team, the future looks very bright 
indeed, as thirteen letter-winners 
will return next season.  The entire 
MSU community eagerly awaits an 
encore to this very successful season.
Softball advances to NCAA Div. III quarterfinal
School Mourns Loss
of Fallen Red Hawk
Nick Verhagen
sports Editor
Photo Courtesy of wju.edu
    During a season of happi-
ness a dark shadow was cast not 
only over the women’s lacrosse 
team, but Montclair State Univer-
sity and the state of New Jersey.
      Governor Chris Christie signed 
an executive order to have all state 
buildings fly their flags at half-staff 
on Thursday, May 10, 2012 “to honor 
the service and sacrifice” of United 
States Army Sergeant Shauna Brock-
lebank Adams who lost her life on 
March 28, 2012 during a military 
training exercise in South Korea.
         Adams attended MSU from 2004-
2007. There, Adams competed along-
side her fellow students on the MSU 
women’s lacrosse team where  she 
became a driving force behind the 
team’s success during those four year.
       Right out of the gate, Adams 
proved to be one-in-a-million. In 
her freshman year, Adams scored 38 
goals, six of which came in her first 
collegiate game  to help send the Red 
Hawks to the Knickerbocker Women’s 
Lacrosse Conference championship.
     Adams continued to improve 
each and every year. In her sopho-
more year, Adams finished with 
the third-most goals on the team 
as the Red Hawks  reached the 
KWLC championship game again. 
       That was the season where the 
team also made it’s first postseason 
appearance in school history when 
the red Hawks were selected for 
the ECAC Div. III South Champion-
ship. Continuing to add to the acco-
lades of that season, the Red Hawks 
also set the school record for wins 
when they finished the season 15-3.
          In her junior year, Adams con-
tinued to impress when the Red 
Hawks moved to the newly-formed 
Skyline Conference. There, Adams 
was named the leagues first Player of 
the Year by leading the Red Hawks to 
the championship game. During that 
season, Adams recorded a career-best 
65 points  with 49 goals. Adams was 
also ranked as one of the top players 
in the conference in each category. 
         Being honored as the Skyline 
Player of the Week three times, Adams 
scored two goals in the Skyline cham-
pionship game as the Red Hawks 
defeated Manhattanville 22-10. The 
team’s success also lead them to the 
ECAC South championship for the 
second straight time. However, this 
time the Red Hawks won the cham-
pionship with Adams scoring five 
goals, two of which came in the title 
match against Hartwick College. Due 
to her overall skill and performance, 
Adams was selected for the IWLCA 
Boardwalk All-Region First Team.
       Adams couldn’t have finished 
her college career any better when 
she was selected for the Skyline Con-
ference First Team for the second 
straight year, had the second-most 
goals on the team, was chosen for the 
All-ECAC team and helped lead the 
Red Hawks to their second straight 
Skyline Conference championship 
where she recorded a hat trick  against 
Stevens. The win sent the Red Hawks 
to the NCAA Div. III tournament for 
the first time where Adams recorded 
two assists in the first round win 
against Eastern Connecticut and two 
goals  in a loss  to Hamilton College.
    Adams ended her career 
fourth all-time in scoring, third 
in goals and assists, second in 
draws and fourth in ground balls.
     She is survived by husband 
Kyle Adams, parents Nacncy and 
Matt Brocklebank, sisters Maggie 
and Randi and several  other di-
rect and extended family members.
     Our thoughts and prayers go 
to her family and loved ones.
Congrats to
Eric Neil John Downey
on completing his Degree:
Major : Information Technology
Minor : Computer Science
 
 The first member of the 
Downey family to ever 
graduate from a four year 
university.
 
We love you and are very 
proud of you.
Congratulations and 
Good Luck!
 Mom, Dad and Brian
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Who’s Hot This Week
Game of the Week
Softball
vs. Plattsburg
May 18, 4:00 p.m.
The Red Hawks will face off  
against Plattsburg State in the 
quarterfinals of  the NCAA Div. 
III tournament. The double-
elimination bracket will be held 
between May 18 and May 22.
For updates, check out:
www.montclairathletics.com
@TheMontclarion on Twitter
Last Week
5/10 MSU 8, Baruch 0 
5/11 MSU 7, TCNJ 0
5/12 MSU 3 Rowan 2 (8 innings)
5/13 MSU 1, Rowan 0
Last Week
5/12 Ithaca 7, MSU 6
 
This Week
no games scheduled
Last Week
5/9 Union 12, MSU 5
This Week
no games scheduled
This Week
NCAA Div. III Tournament
5/18 vs SUNY Plattsburg               4 p.m.
Alex Hill
Starting pitcher — Softball
Hill has been a spectacle on the mound all season, help-
ing lead the Red Hawks to the NCAA Div. III tourna-
ment. Hill recorded an ERA of  only .93 en route to a 
personal record of  30-4 with 18 shutouts and and out-
standing 303 strikeouts. Hill also recorded a batting 
average of  .351 with 24 RBIs and one homerun.
Chad Faulcon
Defensive Back — Football
Faulcon signed with the Atlanta Falcons as an undrafted 
free agent, becoming the fourth Red Hawk since 2000 
to sign with an NFL team. Faulcon was named the NJAC 
and D3Football.com East Region Defensive Player of  
the Year along with making the D3Football.com All-
American Team.
Baseball
                       NJAC     Overall  
 
MSU                    15 - 3          27 - 13
Kean                    13 - 5          33 - 10 
Rowan                 12 - 6          30 - 13 
WPU                    11 - 7          29 - 13     
 
TCNJ                   10 - 8          23 - 20
Ramapo               10 - 8          32 - 13
Stockton              8 - 10           21 - 18
RU-Camden        5 - 13           15 - 24
RU-Newark        4 - 14           15 - 24
NJCU                  2 - 16           13 - 26
Softball
                          NJAC    Overall
       
            
MSU                      15 - 3             42 - 7
TCNJ                     12 - 6           26 - 17
Rowan                   12 - 6            39 - 9
WPU                      12 - 6           30 - 12
Kean                      10 - 8           24 - 19
Ramapo                 10 - 8           26 - 13
RU-Camden          8 - 10           17 - 17
Stockton                6 - 12           25 - 15
RU-Newark           3 - 15           16 - 23
  
NJCU                     2 - 16           12 - 27
Men’s Lacrosse
MSU                    6 - 0          11 - 6
Kean                    5 - 1          12 - 6
Farmingdale        4 - 2           6 - 9
Stockton               3 - 3           7 - 9
 
 
Maritime              2 - 4         3 - 13   
Mt. Saint. Mary    1 - 5          7 - 9 
Mt. Saint. V          0 - 6         7 - 10
  
Skyline Overall
Women’s Lacrosse
TCNJ                5 - 0        16 - 4
Rowan              4 - 1        10 - 7
MSU                 3 - 2        14 - 6
Kean                 2 - 3          9 - 9
Ramapo            1 - 4          5 - 9
RU-Camden     0 - 5        4 - 10 
OverallNJAC
This Week
no games scheduled
Last Week
5/9 MSU 14, York 13
5/12 Middlebury 12, MSU 5
For more infomation, see “School Mourns Loss of Fallen Red Hawk” on page 26.
Photo Courtesy of Sports InformationPhoto Courtesy of wju.edu
MontclarionSports@gmail.com
Check out TheMontclarion.org 
on Monday for Recaps of this 
Weekend’s Games
Nick Verhagen
sports Editor
         Football has always been a huge 
part of MSU football player Chris 
D’Andrea’s life. After a season-end-
ing injury one year ago, D’Andrea 
is back and better than ever for the 
2011 season. Fueled by vengeance 
and an overall love for the sport, 
D’Andrea is looking to help MSU win 
the national title in his senior year.
        D’Andrea “fell in love with the 
sport at a very young age.” D’Andrea’s 
father went up to him one day and 
asked him the one question that 
would change his life forever. “Want 
to give this a try?” were the six words 
that sent a 5-year-old D’Andrea on a 
journey that he would never forget.
        D’Andrea started playing foot-
ball and never looked back. “I had the 
speed when I was younger and I have 
the speed now. Football is just natural 
to me,” said D’Andrea when asked 
about how he started playing football.
      Having a natural talent for the 
sport come as no surprise since 
D’Andrea’s father, grandfather 
and uncles all played football 
when they were younger. “My par-
ents were always there for love 
and support,” D’Andrea added.
    In high school, D’Andrea played 
both running back and out-
side linebacker but his passion 
was to run the ball in both high 
school and at the collegiate level.
   During his high school career, 
even though he didn’t break any 
records, D’Andrea did come very 
close. He scored five touchdowns in 
one game, tying the school record.
        Even though football has always 
been his favorite sport, he did experi-
ment a little in high school. D’Andrea 
played baseball in high school, but 
did not care for it that much. Along 
with baseball and football, D’Andrea 
ran track during the off-season. 
D’Andrea’s reasoning for running 
track was to maintain his speed and 
endurance during the off-season.
          This kind of logic and determina-
tion is what separates D’Andrea from 
your typical football player.  While 
most high school players view the off-
season as downtime so they can party 
and relax, D’Andrea took the “off” out 
of off-season and viewed it as a just 
another part of the football season.
   When it came time for college, 
D’Andrea started to look into 
many different schools, some of 
which were in the NJAC confer-
ence. D’Andrea eventually re-
ceived a full ride to Wagner College.
        Even though his GPA was fine, 
his SAT scores were not good enough. 
D’Andrea retook the SATs and man-
aged to raise his score. Unfortunate-
ly, it was too late and Wagner gave 
his scholarship to someone else.
    Although slightly heartbroken, 
D’Andrea visited MSU and immedi-
ately “fell in love with the campus.”
“Coach Giancola was like a father fig-
ure,” said D’Andrea. ”I can relate to 
where he is coming from and I could 
definitely see myself playing here.”
     In his first four years at MSU, 
D’Andrea ran for 1105 yards and sev-
en touchdowns. Just like a majority 
of football players, D’Andrea did not 
start right away when he came here.
        In his first two years, D’Andrea 
was given a few carries here and there 
but was below Ryan McCoach and Jeff 
Bliss on the depth chart. D’Andrea 
started to get the bulk of the work 
during his junior year when he ran 
for 488 yards and four touchdowns.
    During the start of his senior 
year, D’Andrea split the amount 
of carries with “best friend” Matt 
Jimenez. D’Andrea started off 
the season on fire. He was lead-
ing the NCAA in rushing and had 
453 yards and three touchdowns.
      Unfortunately, D’Andrea ended 
his senior season with those ex-
act same numbers due to a sea-
son-ending injury that he suffered 
in a 21-7 victory against Kean.
        “At first, I felt like I was cramp-
ing,” remembered D’Andrea. 
D’Andrea thought nothing of it. By 
the time he finished getting changed, 
D’Andrea couldn’t move his foot.
     The pain was so bad that 
D’Andrea had to be carried out to 
his parent’s car. “It was the worst 
D’Andrea: The Comeback Kid
pain I’ve ever felt in my entire 
life.” D’Andrea went to the hospi-
tal the next day, on Saturday night.
     The X-ray originally came back 
negative but the pain was still there 
and kept getting worse. Soon af-
ter that, D’Andrea went to a foot 
specialist to get a second X-ray.
   When the X-ray came back, 
D’Andrea was informed that he suf-
fered from a cracked fifth metatarsal 
bone. “The doctor said that my sea-
son was over and I curled up into a 
ball and cried on my father’s shoul-
der,” D’Andrea recalled. “I thought 
that was the last time I would 
ever play football. I was in a very 
dark depression for two months.”
   D’Andrea’s father had men-
tioned the idea of a redshirt, but 
D’Andrea was skeptical at first. 
After being granted the redshirt, 
D’Andrea changed his mind.
        “There is a lot of unfinished busi-
ness I have,” said D’Andrea. “I’m 
going to take it and I’m going to run 
with it.” D’Andrea trained harder 
than he ever had before. He also 
drew inspiration from professional 
running back Peyton Hillis. While he 
was injured, D’Andrea would watch 
highlights of Hillis and get the urge to 
play again and keep training harder.
     “I always had that drive and 
that motivation to be the best. And 
I don’t think there is anybody that 
has more work ethic than I do.”
     Almost all athletes, whether they 
are professional or amateur, have one 
thing that motivates them when they 
play. D’Andrea has taken his moti-
vation and turned it into something 
original and even more powerful.
      “When I step onto the field, I’m 
not Chris D’Andrea anymore,” 
he said. “I turn into my alter ego; 
Weapon-X. I think about my foot 
and all the pain I went through 
and all the hard work that I did 
and I put it in a ball and I snap.”
               D’Andrea enjoyed joking around 
about the fact that, for the first time 
in his career, he managed to knock an 
opposing player’s helmet off. “The 
defense is trying to hurt me, so I try to 
hurt them back when I run the ball.”
         Along with being a phenom-
enal athlete, D’Andrea is an even 
better teammate. “I just want to 
win, stay healthy and do what’s 
best for the team,” he said. “If 
it came down to the D. III Heis-
man or a national championship, I 
want the national championship.”
         D’Andrea can’t stop giving enough 
credit to his fellow teammates, espe-
cially the offensive line. “Without 
them, I’m nothing,” he said. Even 
when he was injured, D’Andrea did 
everything he could to be there for 
the team during games and practices.
      On top of knowing how to lead 
his teammates, D’Andrea also 
knows when to have fun with them. 
D’Andrea started a tradition among 
some of his teammates two years ago.
         He and a few other players shave 
their heads and have mohawks. Some 
players also choose to put symbols, 
shapes or numbers in their hair. Last 
year, D’Andrea had his initials on one 
side of his head and his number on the 
other. “It’s for fun,” said D’Andrea.
   Just like he did with track, 
D’Andrea has found another way 
to stay in shape and keep himself 
entertained during the off-season.
       Following his childhood passion, 
D’Andrea occasionally wrestles for 
National Wrestling Supertars un-
der his real name, Chris D’Andrea.
  D’Andrea partners with fel-
low wrestler Mike Dennis to 
form the “Jersey Shore Jocks.”
          In his career at MSU, D’Andrea 
has run for 1593 yards and 11 touch-
downs while he continues to get 
better with each carry.  D’Andrea 
says he would sum up his carry in 
three words: “revenge, anger and 
work-ethic.” These three words 
are what drives D’Andrea and 
the Montclair State football team.
         With this type of motivation and 
a team of this caliber, the sky is the 
limit. “If there is going to be a year, it’s 
going to be this year,” said D’Andrea.
 
Senior running back returns from season-ending injury 
to lead team once again
Men’s Lacrosse season 
wrap-up 
     p. 25
Softball set to compete in 
NCAA quarterfinal
p. 26
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Chris D’Andre seen holding a professional wrestling belt with the MSU Red 
Hawks logo in the center and on the strap.
This article was originally printed 
on  Sept. 30, 2011 and has been 
selected to be re-printed in the grdu-
ation issue of The Montclarion
